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Abstract
This research discusses bank»s financial cards,
their definitions and types and the major
differences between them. The research focuses
on two main types of cards: the charge card
and the revolving Credit Card. The research
highlights the huge interests which the banks
gain from credit card holders through various
fees, knowing that banks differ inthe calculation
of the amount of the interests.
The research explains the relationship between
the credit card issuer and the customer which
is subject to the loan contract in Islamic
jurisprudence.
The research discusses rules governing the
issuance  of credit cards i.e. its issuance
conditions or how to deal with it, and the rule
of taking or giving any illegal benefit, concealed
or not. The issuance of credit cards and dealing
with it depends on the payment system of the
bank.

In addition, the research found that the fines
which are taken by the bank for payment delay
in is considered as a form of Al-Naseerah Riba,
and it falls under provisions. The research
pointed out that the actual cost is rule-governed

and is not intended for benefit purposes

Almighty Allah knows best. May blessings and
peace be upon our Prophet

Keywords: Financial Card, Credit, Banks.
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Abstract
The argumentation is considered one of the most
important theories that concerned by Pragmatism.
It is based mainly on the study of the way and
the style of the speaker who adopts the method of
change in the beliefs of the receiver and persuades
the subject to be communicated to him as signs,
phrases and arguments. In this account, the debate
is considered one of the most important forms of
discourse through which shows this construction
as it is based on the argument that call from
the debater to expand the arguments convinced
by receiver, arrest his emotions and effect on
him according to the intellectual and linguistic
evidence serve the intended purposes.
Accordingly, thisresearch tries to pose problematic,
and seeks to answer a broad question, expressed:
how built the argumentation in the literary debate?.
It is this perception came the importance of this
study which is based on the application of the
theory of argumentation on the imaginary debate
conducted by Hassan Ibn Bishr Alahmady (370 H
/ 980 AC) among supporters of the two poets Abu
Tammam and Albouhatry, which is cited in the
introduction to his book: “a balance between Abu
Tammam and Albouhatry”.
Keywords: Argumemtatiom, Pragmatism, Abu
Tamam, Albouhtary.
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Abstract
This research aimed at identifying effectiveness
the probing questions in and Developing
Critical Thinking Skills of the second grade
intermediate students .The sample of the
study consisted(44) everage second grade
male students distributed into tow groups: the
experimental group used the probing questions
,while the control group used the normal way
of teaching . The researcher developed multiple
choice test administered and Critical thinking
test identifying them after teaching SURA
(SHOARAAANDASSAF). Theresults showed
statistically significant difference on students
between he mean experimental and control
groups in post achievement test and critical
thinking skills test in favor of he experimental
groups. The study recommendations stated the
importance of using of the probing questions in
teaching Islamic an other courses (Tawheed,figh
and Hadeeth). And holding

Education Teachers .

sessions Islamic

Keywords: Questions - Probing -- Achievement
- Critical Thinking- Tafseer -the second grade

intermediate students.
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Abstract

This research project tackles the issue of the
importance of mortgage in maintaining the rights of
creditors both before and after the payment deadlines.
This is for the reason that before the deadline, the
mortgaged property belongs to the debtor, and is not
to be confiscated. The debtor has the right to use his
property and exploit and manage it on condition that
that does not affect the mortgaged property value or
subject it to destruction or damage and thereby cause
damage to the rights of the mortgagee

. If the debtor is proven to cause that and not
guarantee the safety of the mortgage, the mortgagee
shall have an objection to such acts and ask the court
to stop it and to take all precautionary measures.
But if the deadline for repayment was over, and the
debtor proves incapable to pay, the creditor should
have the right to deduct his debt from the price of
the mortgaged property in accordance with the
implementation procedures prescribed by the law.
Also, he should have the right, in case mortgage
money ownership has shifted to somebody else,
to track the property’s ownership in order to get
his money back from the price of the mortgaged
property, and this is through selling it at auction.

Keywords: mortgage, the mortgagee ‘s rights ,
priority right, the right to go to court
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Abstract

This study aimed at evaluating the relationship
between Self-Efficacy and depression in patients with
renal failure and undergoing of hospital treatments,

in Riyadh hospitals, Saudi Arabia.

Two instruments for this study were used : Self-
Efficacy Scale (Sherer et al.,1982) and Beck
Depression Inventory BDI-II (Beck., et al.,1996) .
In addition, The sample consisted of (n=287, male
n=165 and female=122) adults with an demographic
data, gender, age, qualification and social statues

were compared between the sample.

From total of 287 patients, the result showing that
a were positive correlations between Self-Efficacy
and depression among patients with renal failure (r =
0.745, P=0.05), moreover, no statistically significant
were found in Self-Efficacy related to gender, age,
qualification and social statues. While, It has found
that statistically significant between patients’ age in
depression scale (r = 0.21, P=0.05) and qualification
(r=0.04, P=0.05).

This study demonstrated that renal failure patients
low Self-Efficacy and

depression. Moreover, Depression were increasing

frequently experience

with higher age and lower qualification in patients
with renal failure in Riyadh. Therefore, it is
considered necessary for renal failure patients to be
under regular psychiatric evaluation, and it is vitally
important that health system in Saudi Arabia enhance

the quality of patients renal failure care.

Keywords: Self-Efficacy, Depression, Renal Failure
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c. There is a direct correlation between
working with flashcards and time factor It is
believed that flashcards are more effective
than word lists because the former can be
easily separated into several groups of.
Hence, learners can easily focus on difficult
words over simpler words. In the present
study, the individual participants were given
ten new vocabulary items to go over for
half an hour each group, they did not have
enough time to evaluate the difficulty level
of the words and focus on more demanding
vocabulary. Because of the relatively small
number of participants(90 students) and the
limited number of target words(10 words),
we cannot draw definitive conclusions based
on the findings of this study , However,
we can presume the possibility of learning
new vocabulary through de-contextualized
activities in EFL context, where there is
limited access and exposure to the foreign
language. Many teachers working in such
deprived contexts are concerned about their
students’ lexical development due to the
hurdles their learners face in such contexts,
that they may not be able to achieve high level
of lexical competence. However, the findings
of the present study revealed that even with
so-called simple and old fashioned techniques
and strategies of vocabulary learning, one can
help EFL learners to build their word power.
This is proved by the rather large mean scores
of the participants in the three groups, using
different vocabulary building strategies. It is
recommended that the three types of strategies

to be used on equal footing in teaching English

in Saudi high schools because of nonexistence
of statistically significant difference among
them. It is also recommended that more up-
to-date and effective strategies of vocabulary
building and retention to be adopted, such
as games, motion pictures and video clips.
Granting that the internet sources have more
accessible; a mobile phone, for instance,
can be used both as a flashcard, and a word
list, even with more, animated effects .By so
doing, learners can be helped to build better
mental connections and create curiosity that
helps concentration and increases motivation

for vocabulary building.
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0.197 being greater than the critical value (&
) =0.05, then comparing the three vocabulary
learning’s strategies, resulted in no significant

effects. In other words, the differences

between the means are not great enough to
allow us to say that they are different at all
among the three strategies for vocabulary

learning and retention.

Table 10: A Non-Significant One-way ANOVA Between Groups and Within Groups

ANOVA
All results
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 26.689 2 13.344 1.654 197
Within Groups 701.767 87 8.066
Total 728.456 89

Discussion and Conclusion

In the light of the literature in the field
that has already been reviewed, the results
of the present study indicate that there is
no significant statistical difference in the
effectiveness of using the three types of
strategies for vocabulary learning among King
Abdullah High School students. Probably, this
conclusion may be generalized to other high
schools in Majmmah Province or even to other
government high schools in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia at large. This is because of the
relatively high level of homogeneity of the
population. The assumption that flashcards
would lead to more effective learning than
word lists was based on review of the related
literature of word list and flashcards. Probably
contextual variation and the common practice
lead to different results than the ones referred
to in the review.

Despite the non-existence of differences
between the three

strategies, Bilingual

Word List technique brought about a higher
mean score than Single-sided and Double-
sided Flashcards. There was no statistically
significant difference among them, suggesting
that the advantage of Word Lists over the two
types of flashcard is minimal. Their means are
as follows: 8.13, 6.80,and 7.50 and their Std.
Deviations are as follows:2.609,2.784 and
3.105, respectively.

Theresults led to rejection of the hypotheses
and proved inconsistent with the assumption
that Flashcards lead to more effective learning
than Bilingual Word Lists. There appears to
be three reasons for this discrepancy:

a. Learners’ lack of familiarity with
flashcard

schools, very often use word lists in teaching

strategy as most government
English vocabulary, students tend to fall back
on what they are used to.

b. Lack of meta-cognitive abilities on the
part of the participants. They see no difference

between flashcards and word lists.
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Table 8: T-Test for Equality of Means Between Bilingual Word List and Two-sided Flashcards

Independent Samples Test

t-test for Equality of Means
df Sig. (2-tailed)

Bilingual Word list and
Two-sided Flashcards

Equal variances assumed

855 58 .396

This finding also leads to the rejection of
hypothesis 3, restated as:

“Bilingual word lists are more effective
than two sided flashcards as strategies for
The

gained from statistical evidence requires

vocabulary retention”. information
modification of the hypothesis as follows:

“There is no significant difference
between Bilingual Word Lists and Two sided
Flashcards,

retention”.

as strategies for vocabulary

4.4 One-sided Bilingual Flashcards and
Two-sided Bilingual Flashcards

Table 9 below demonstrates the T- Test for
equality of variances. According to Levene’s
Test, there is no significant difference between
the two strategies for vocabulary learning
(since the level of significance, the probability
of a false rejection of the null hypothesis,
0761

(0.05). We can assume that the variances are

is greater than the critical value,

approximately equal.

Table 9: T-Test for Equality of Means Between Single-sided Flashcards and Two-sided Flashcards

Independent Samples Test

Levene>s Test for Equality
of Variances

Sig.

One-sided Flashcards and
Two-side Flashcards

Equal variances assumed

.091 763

Equal variances not assumed

The above table also indicates that there is
no statistically significant difference between
Single-sided Flashcards and Double-sided
Flashcards. This finding leads to the rejection
of the fourth hypothesis as well, restated:
“Bilingual single-sided flashcards are more

effective than two sided flashcards as strategies

for vocabulary retention”. An alternative
Hypothesis, can be adopted as follows:
“There is no significant difference between
bilingual One -sided and Two- sided Flashcards,
as strategies for vocabulary retention”.
In addition, ANOVA (Table 10) below

clearly illustrates the significance test value
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Table 6: Frequency Table for the Three

Types of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Table: 6 illustrates, in a nutshell, the maximums, minimums, Means and Standard Deviations

for the three types of vocabulary learning strategies.

Descriptive Statistics
N Minimum | Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Bilingual Word List 30 1 10 8.13 2.609
One-sided Flashcards 30 1 10 6.80 2.784
Two-sided Flashcards 30 1 10 7.50 3.105
Valid N (list-wise) 30

4.2 Bilingual Word List and Single-sided
Flashcards
T-Test was used to compare the actual

difference between the Means of the two

strategies in relation to the variation in the
data (expressed as the standard deviation
of the difference between the means), as
illustrated in ( Table 7) below:

Table 7: T-Test for Equality of Means Between Bilingual Word List and Single-sided Flashcards

Independent Samples Test

t

t-test for Equality of Means
df Sig. (2-tailed)

Bilingual Word list and One-
sided Flashcards

Equal variances assumed

1.914 58 .061

Since the level of significance equals 0.061
is larger than the conventional level of the
alpha (o), the Greek letter used to indicate the
significance level, then there is no statistically
significant difference between Bilingual
Word Lists and Single-sided Flashcards for
vocabulary learning. This finding leads to the
rejection of hypothesis 2, restated as:

“Bilingual word lists are more effective
than one-sided flashcards as strategies for
vocabulary retention.” In the light of the given
statistics it has to be modified as follows:
difference

“There 1is no significant

between Bilingual Word List and One-sided
Flashcards, as strategies for vocabulary

retention”.

4.3Bilingual Word List and Two-sided
Flashcards

As illustrated in (Table 8) below, equal
variances assumed between the two strategies
in vocabulary retention potential, the T-Test
for equality of means , being 0.396 , proved
existence of no

statistically significant

difference between the two strategies, at

least, for the participants in the study.
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Table 3: Frequency Table for Bilingual Word List

Bilingual Word List
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid 1 1 33 33 33

4 3 10.0 10.0 133

5 2 6.7 6.7 20.0

6 2 6.7 6.7 26.7

7 3 10.0 10.0 36.7

8 1 33 33 40.0

10 18 60.0 60.0 100.0

Total 30 100.0 100.0

Table 4:Frequency Table for One-sided Flashcards

One-side Flashcards

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid 1 1 33 33 3.3
3 2 6.7 6.7 10.0
4 6 20.0 20.0 30.0
5 2 6.7 6.7 36.7
6 3 10.0 10.0 46.7
7 3 10.0 10.0 56.7
8 3 10.0 10.0 66.7
10 10 333 333 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0

Table 5: Frequency Table for Two-sided Flashcards

Two-side Flashcards

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid 1 1 33 33 3.3
2 4 13.3 13.3 16.7
4 2 6.7 6.7 233
6 1 33 33 26.7
7 2 6.7 6.7 333
8 6 20.0 20.0 533
10 14 46.7 46.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
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For group B, Single-sided bilingual
flashcards of 3x4 inches (where the target
words and their Arabic translations are on
the same side) were distributed to another
30 participants to study for a similar period
of time as Test 2. For group C, double-sided
bilingual flashcards of 3x4 inches i.e. (the
target words were on one side, and their
Arabic translations were on the other side)
were distributed to 30 participants to study
for yet a similar period of time as the other

two groups. Groups 2 and 3 were tested in a

comparable manner as group 1.

4. Results

In this sections, the results of the study are
reported. Furthermore, detailed comparisons
between word lists, single-sided flashcards,
and double-sided flashcards are made.

4.1 Bilingual Word Lists and Flashcards

In order to answer the first research question:
What are the differences between bilingual
word lists and flashcards as strategies for
learning English vocabulary?, a t-Test was used
to assess whether the means of the Bilingual
Word list and single-sided and double-sided
Flashcards were statistically different from
each other as illustrated in Table 2:

Table 2: T-Test for Equality of Means Between Word Lists and Flashcards

Independent Samples Test

t-test for Equality of Means

df Sig. (2-tailed)

Bilingual Word List and
Flashcards

Equal variances assumed

1.550 58 127

Since the significance test equals 0.127,
is larger than alpha level which equals
0.05, then there is no significant difference
between bilingual word lists and flashcards.
This

the research and rejects the first hypothesis,

finding answers the first question of

restated: “Bilingual word lists are more
effective than flashcards as strategies for
vocabulary learning.” According to the
statistical evidence, it has to be modified to

go as follows:

“There are no significant differences
between flashcards and word lists as strategies
for vocabulary learning.”

From the descriptive statistics of frequency
tables (3.4 5 and 6) below, we can figure out
the variations in the participants performance

in three types of vocabulary tests.
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that wordlists are very common and that the
use of flashcards is not usually welcomed
by learners. However, all of this has not
been carefully explored by researchers and
educators. The current paper is conducted to
fill one part of that gap and shed some light on
the differences between those two techniques

in the Saudi context.

3. Methodology

3.1 Instrumentation

Vocabulary tests were used as instruments
for data collection. In the preliminary stages
of the test development, thirty five words
were carefully selected from the third
level, Saudi high school, English language
textbook, in order to test the students of the
second level in the three types of vocabulary
learning strategies, (see appendix1). Later
on, the test was piloted and it was found that
some participants knew some of the words,
therefore, the list was boiled down to ten

words that were unknown to any participant

(see appendix 2).

3.2 Participants

King Abdallah High school students were
the participants of the study. Permission to
conduct the research was sought through
the administrative channels, requesting the
Deanship of Scientific Research in Majmmah
University, to address the Administration of
Education in Majmmah Province, who in
turn addressed King Abdalla High School

to cooperate with us and facilitate our data
collection procedures (see Appendix3).

The school administration represented
by the headmaster and the teachers of the
English Department in the school were
very cooperative in preparing the classes
and instructing the participants who eagerly
participated in the tests.

The total number of the participants was
90 male students from King Abdallah High
School in Majmmah town, representing
a sample of the second level, high school
students in Majmmah in particular and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in general as a

larger population.

3.3 Procedures

Instructions for the three groups were
orally given in Arabic. The study followed
the general Tl1-treatment-T2 format, where
participants were pre-tested on the target
words, given the new vocabulary, and post
tested on the target words for any retention
or attrition of the words studied. All of these
procedures were carried out in one hour. The
participants were divided into 3 groups, with
30 participants in each. Group A was given a
wordlist, group B single-sided flashcards, and
group C double-sided flashcards.

For group A, the participants were given a
list of 10 words plus their Arabic translations
to study for 30 minutes, then, they were tested
on the same words in a matching table, words
being placed in a jumbled order. The time of

the test was 30 minutes.
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word. In addition, the mnemonic strategies
and using the word in different contexts
through the four skills are also defined as
generating strategies.

Although the taxonomies cited above
may slightly differ in terms of strategies they
categorize, they all provide a list of widely
applicable vocabulary learning strategies.
There are many words on which teachers
may not be able to cover within the class time
limits. Thus, if students are provided with
a number of the strategies mentioned in the
taxonomies, they can deal with these words
autonomously and consequently have access

to a large number of target language words.

1.3 Vocabulary Learning Approaches:

According to Schmitt (2000) there are two
general approaches to learning vocabulary;
and incidental

i.e. intentional learning.

Intentional vocabulary learning requires
direct attention to the information to be
learned (Gas, 1999). It involves a conscious
operation such as a demonstration, a picture,
a real object, or L1 translation. In contrast to
intentional learning, incidental vocabulary
learning refers to the learning of vocabulary
in terms of the product of another activity
such as understanding of a reading text or a
conversation (Paribakht and Wesche, 1999).
Learners need to encounter a particular word
several times in different contexts to acquire
it completely. According to (Nation, 2006),
L2 learners may need about 8000-9000 word
families to read in English if a 98% coverage

of text is targeted. This large number of words

is, in fact, incompatible with the principles of
communicative language learning; learners
are expected to use the little vocabulary they
know to communicate in L2. In our view,
common words can give learners a solid
structural framework of the language, what is
usually called the grammar but the meaning is
primarily conveyed in the ‘content’ words, the
nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs etc. Knowing
a lot of ‘content words’ leads to higher level
of comprehension across a wider range of
topics. A person can be quite communicative
just by learning a high vocabulary of content
words, they will understand quite a lot, and
be able to communicate somewhat fairly with
imperfect grammar. Incidental learning is not
encouraged for learners who have limited
opportunities for language input outside the
classroom.

As incidental vocabulary learning tends
to be incremental and slow compared to
intentional learning, it has proved to have
positive, but insignificant, results (Al-
Homoud & Schmitt, 2009; Sonbul & Schmitt,
2010); In fact there is a great emphasis on the
explicit teaching of words in the early stage of
vocabulary learning, proceeding to incidental
vocabulary learning in the later stages (Nation,
1990), (Cain, Lemmon and Oakhill, 2004;
Sun and Dong, 2004). Therefore, in the early
stages of learning, intentional vocabulary
learning is crucial for younger learners or
beginners.

In sum, L2 learners need to be trained
on how and when to employ vocabulary

learning strategies. Previous research reveals
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meaning of a new word by guessing it from
the context, linguistic structure and reference
materials. For Schmitt, the second way to
discover a new meaning is through employing
the social strategies of asking someone for
help with the unknown words. Beside the
initial discovery of a word, learners need to
employ a variety of social, memory, cognitive
and metacognitive strategies to consolidate
their vocabulary knowledge. An instance of
social strategies for consolidating word is
cooperative group learning, through which
learners study and practice the meaning of
a new word in groups. Memory strategies,
traditionally known as Mnemonics, involve
relating the word to some previously learned
knowledge by using some form of imagery
or grouping. Cognitive strategies in this
taxonomy are similar to memory strategies
but are not focused on manipulative mental
processing. They include repetition and
using mechanical means such as word lists,
flashcards and vocabulary notebooks to study
words. Finally, metacognitive strategies in
Schmitt’s taxonomy are defined as strategies
used by learners to control and evaluate their
own learning by having an overview of the
learning process in general. Self-testing is an
instance of metacognitive strategies which
provides “input to the effectiveness of one’s
choice of learning strategies, providing
positive reinforcement if positive progress is
being made or a signal to switch off a strategy
if it is not effective” (Schmitt, 1997: 216).
On the other hand, Nation (2001)

proposes a taxonomy of various vocabulary

learning strategies, dividing them into three

general classes of ‘planning’, ‘sources’
and ‘processes’, each of which is further
subdivided into subset of key strategies . The

taxonomy draws distinctions between
different aspects of vocabulary knowledge,
(i.e., what is involved in knowing a word).
The first category (i.e., planning) involves
deciding on where, how and how often to
focus attention on the vocabulary item. The
second category involves getting information
about the word. This information may
include all the aspects involved in knowing
a word. It can come from the word itself, the
context, a reference source like dictionaries or
glossaries, and analogies to and connections
with other languages.

Process includes establishing word
knowledge through noticing, retrieving and
generating strategies. According to Nation,
noticing involves seeing the word item to be
learned. Strategies at this level include putting
the word in a vocabulary notebook or list;
putting the word onto a flashcard and orally
repeating it. He argues that although these
strategies are all of a recording type, they are
useful steps resulting in deeper processing of
words. Retrieval involves recalling the items
met before. Generating strategies include
“attaching new aspects of knowledge to what
is known through visualizing examples of
words, word analysis, semantic mapping and
using scales and grids (Nation, 2001, p. 222).
Generating strategies include rule-driven
generation, as well; such as, creating context,

collocations and sentences containing the new
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language. Richards, (1976) maintains that
knowing a word involves the following:

1.a greatdeal about its general frequency of
use, syntactic and situational limitations
on its use,

2. its underlying form and the forms that
can be derived from it,

3. the network of its semantic features and

4 . the various meanings associated with
the item.

Knowing a word is also defined as knowing

collocations

its  spelling, pronunciation,

and appropriateness (Nation, 1990; 2001).

Table 1: Taxonomy of Word Learning Strategies

Therefore lexical competence is far more than
the ability to define a given number of words,
but rather it covers a wide range of knowledge
which in turn requires a variety of strategies
to gain that knowledge. Hence, second and
foreign language researchers have made various
attempts to  classify vocabulary learning
strategies employed by learners. Examples
of such classifications are the taxonomies
proposed by Gu and Johnson (1996), Oxford
(1996), Schmitt (1997), Nation (2001), and
Algahtani (2005) which are briefly summed up
in Table 1:

comprehension

:Self-initiation™
Using a variety of means to | Note-taking*
make the meaning of words

.clear

Strategies
Metacognitive Cognitive Memory Activation
Selective Attention: Iden-* | :Guessing™ :Rehearsal* Using new words in*
tifying essential words for | Activating back- Word lists, rep- | .different contexts

ground knowledge,
using linguistic items

Using dictionaries™

.etitions, etc
Encoding*
association (im-
agery, visual,
(.auditory, etc

Schmitt (1997) has developed a more
comprehensive inventory of vocabulary
learning strategies. He has drawn a distinction
between two types of strategies: the ones that
determine the meaning of a new word when
encountered for the first time, and the ones
that consolidate meaning when encountered
again. The former includes determination

and social strategies while the latter includes

cognitive, metacognitive, memory and social
strategies. Schmitt includes social strategies
in both categories since they can be used for
both purposes.

Accordingto Schmitt(1997), determination
strategies are used when “learners are faced
withdiscoveringanew word’smeaning without
recourse to another person’s experience”

(p. 205). Hence learners try to make out the
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familiar with the new word and its meaning.
The flashcard thus represents a glorified L2-
L1 word list broken into units, each containing
one new word or expression in both L2 and
Ll forms. The copying component (assuming
that the flashcard is made by the student and
not purchased as part of a set) might provide
a small amount of kinesthetic benefit to some
learners. According to research findings,
(Mondria & Mondria-de Vries, 1994; Nakata,
2008; Schmitt & Schmitt, 1995), we assume
that flashcards would lead to better learning
than word lists for the following reasons:

1. New words can easily be practiced
extensively with flashcards, because
of the relative ease of handling them
(Schmitt & Schmitt, 1995; Nakata,
2008).

2. Using flashcards is believed to facilitate
vocabulary retrieval (Baleghizadeh &
Ashoori, 2011).

3. Double-sided flashcards bear the
feature of spacing, i.e. there is a space
of time between seeing the word and
its meaning, while wordlists lack this
feature. Spaced learning seems to lead
to better results of learning and retention
than massed learning in general terms
(Varma and Schleisman, 2014) as well
as in second language learning (Nakata,
2008).

4. Learning words through lists may lead
to a ‘list effect” phenomenon. This
phenomenon is caused by the location
of the word in a given list, as a result
of which learners may find it easy to
remember the word in that list, but have

considerable difficulty in doing so when
it is found outside it (Nakata, 2008).

5. Word lists seem to cause problems in
terms of attention. Some words in the
list may receive greater attention than
others due to different reasons such as
handwriting clarity, position, length,
etc. (Baleghizadeh & Ashoori, 2011)

1.2 Vocabulary Learning Strategies

It can be seen that the above techniques
are very limited and learners need to
expand their skills on the way they learn
vocabulary independently. Therefore, many
researchers believe that vocabulary learning
strategies are part and parcel of language
leaning strategies which in turn are part of
general learning strategies (Nation, 2001),
and play a paramount role in learning a
foreign language (Lan, 2013). Language
learning strategies encourage greater overall
autonomy for learners. Autonomous learners
are independent learners who are capable of
assuming responsibility for their own learning
and gradually gaining confidence, involvement
and proficiency (Oxford, 1990). Research
has revealed that many learners do use more
strategies to learn vocabulary especially when
compared to such integrated tasks as listening
and speaking. But they are mostly inclined
to use basic vocabulary learning strategies
(Schmitt, 1997). This brings us to the fore
of the urgency of strategy instruction for any
second or foreign language program.

According to Seal, (1990) word knowledge
is an important component of communicative
competence, and it is important for both

production and perception in a foreign

Suleiman Norein Osman & Faisal Abdullah Al-Homoud: Flash Cards vs. Word Lists for Vocabulary Building among Majmmah High School Students“



Journal of Human and Administrative Sciences, No (7), June 2015 - Shaaban1436H

broad categories: decontextualizing, semi-
contextualizing, fully contextualizing, and
adaptable. They evaluated each technique in
terms of the theoretical underpinnings and
practical utility, offering specific classroom
implications. However, due to space
constraints, what concern us here are wordlists
and flashcards. These two techniques in
addition to dictionary use seem to be the most

decontextualizing (Oxford & Crookall, 1990).

a) Word lists:

Word lists are considered one of the most
common methods to help learners learn new
words Oxford and Crookall (1990). Such lists
are detached from any context in which the
words will sooner or later be encountered. The
assumptions that strengthen this technique
appear to be that learners do not need much
context to learn vocabulary, and that rote
memorization is perfectly adequate. L2 word
lists are sometimes offered alone, without any
native language (L1) equivalents. This kind
of list can be termed an unpaired list. More
often, lists include not just the L2 words to be
memorized but also L1 equivalents. Such lists
are called paired word lists.

Many researchers point out that paired
lists are inadequate for vocabulary learning
(Carrell, 1984; Hudson, 1982; Sawffar,
1988) In Carrell’s words. (p: 335), “merely
presenting a list of new or unfamiliar
vocabulary items to be encountered in a text,
even with definitions appropriate to their
use in that context, does not guarantee the

induction of a new schema...”

Carter (1987) and Cohen and Aphek (1980)
take a slightly different viewpoint, suggesting
that paired lists might be helpful for lower-
level language learners. Our own observation
as language teachers indicates that paired
lists have been very effective for vocabulary
learning. We believe that vocabulary learning
is accumulative, and that every little effort
helps. Moreover, word lists are a common
practice almost everywhere in the world.
Learning words is different from ‘using’ them.
It is true that the degree of context offered by
a paired list is minimal or nil; and even if the
learners are able to memorize the L2-L1 pairs
in a list, they might not be able to use the
new vocabulary in any communicative way
without further support. However, vocabulary
learning should be looked at as a continuum
where word lists are at the beginning of
that continuum, and they are just a one step
towards mastery of vocabulary, whereas the

fully contextualized contexts are at the other

extreme.
b) Flashcards:
Despite their decontextualized nature

flashcards are regarded by many teachers as
very effective tools for vocabulary building,
especially for autonomous learning and self-
testing . However we have observed that it is
the least used technique in the Saudi Arabian
context. The flashcard technique involves at
least three components: Writing down the
L2 word on the front of a card, writing the
word’s L1 meaning on the back or beneath

the word, and then using the card to become
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1.2 Research Objectives

The current research has set out to reach
the following objectives:

i. To highlight the most effective strategies
among the three strategies at hand
for building and retaining of active
vocabulary among high school students.

ii. To reveal the best type of flashcards for
increasing English vocabulary among
high school students.

iii. To compare the effects of bilingual
flashcards and bilingual word lists.

iv. To compare the newly learned
vocabulary from bilingual flashcards,
where a) target word and its Arabic
meaning are on one side; b) the target
word is on one side, and its Arabic

meaning is on the other side.

1.3 Research Questions:

In order to reach the research objectives
discussed above, the following research
questions were posed:

i. What are the differences between bilingual
word lists and flashcards as strategies
for learning English vocabulary?

ii. What are the differences between
bilingual word lists and single-sided
flashcards as strategies for learning
English vocabulary?

iii. What are the differences between

bilingual word lists and double-sided

flashcards as strategies for learning

English vocabulary?

iv. What are the differences between single-
sided flashcards and double-sided

flashcards as strategies for learning

English vocabulary?

1.4 Hypotheses:

This research is set out to test the following
hypotheses:

1. Bilingual word lists are more effective
than flashcards as strategies for vocabulary
learning.

ii. Bilingual word lists are more effective
than one sided flashcards as strategies for
vocabulary retention.

iii. Bilingual words list are more effective
than two- sided bilingual flashcards as
strategies for vocabulary retention.

iv. Single-sided bilingual flashcards are
more effective than two sided flashcards as

strategies for vocabulary retention.

2. Literature Review
This

techniques  for

section discusses related literature
learning  vocabulary,
vocabulary learning strategies, taxonomies,
vocabulary learning approaches, and features

of vocabulary knowledge.

2.1 Techniques for Learning Vocabulary

Numerous types of approaches, techniques,
exercises and practices have been introduced
into the field of vocabulary learning and
teaching (Hatch & Brown, 1995). For
example, Oxford & Crookall (1990) evaluated
a number of vocabulary learning techniques
used, misused, or avoided by L2 teachers.

These techniques were divided into four
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(1972) Communicative Competence, under
which grammatical competence is subsumed.
Savingnon (1983:37) argues that a person
demonstrates grammatical competence by
using rules not by stating them. Therefore, it
is necessary for EFL learners to pronounce
the words correctly to be able to recognize
and use rhythm, stress, intonation, pitch and
accent appropriately and foremost to learn the
vocabulary items in context.

Broadly speaking, second language (L2)
learners often experience problems relating
to a deficiency of vocabulary while reading,
speaking, writing and listening in the target
language. Needless to say, if students do
not possess the necessary vocabulary, they
cannot express themselves effectively. For
this reason, in the field of foreign language
learning, numerous attempts have been
made to facilitate and enhance the laborious
processes of L2 vocabulary building.

Hence, vocabulary is considered as a
central element of language learning and is of
great significance to language learners. The
significant role of vocabulary knowledge in
second or foreign language proficiency has
been recently recognized by theorists and
researchers in the field. (Coady and Huckin,
1997; Harley, 1996; Nation, 2001; Read,
2000). Krashen (1989) states that most of
the meaning in language is transferred by
words and lack of vocabulary is the greatest
hurdle in using a target language effectively.
As such, arguably, it must be considered as
a fundamental element that links the four
language skills together. Therefore, firstly,
L2 learners should learn an adequate number
of words and moreover, should comprehend

how to use them accurately in order to
communicate well in a foreign language.
Nonetheless, vocabulary learning is neither
easy nor is it straightforward. Learners are
faced with a sheer volume of words, phrases,
idioms, etc. during their learning process.
Just a small number of words can be taught
directly. Nation (2001) believes that the most
common 3000 words can be taught directly,
therefore, beyond these words, learning
strategies that make learners independent
should be employed. Hence, learners and
teachers alike should be aware of some
learning/teaching strategies that can facilitate
and/or expedite vocabulary learning. In our
view the number of words (3000) mentioned
by Nation is debatable, granting the ever
increasing need for larger vocabulary for
more effective transactions and interactions
in the kaleidoscopic of communicative needs

in the world today.

1.1 Research Problem and Significance

Due to the proliferation of many kinds of
strategies, this study intends to uncover the
most effective of these for learning English
vocabulary among Majmmah high school
students. The importance of this study is
due to the fact that mastery of vocabulary
is a cornerstone in building word power
and consequently improving the quality
of communication in English as a foreign
language. Moreover, no single study has
explored this issue in the Saudi context.
Thus, it is speculated that this seminal study
will reveal invaluable results and insights
regarding this issue.
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Abstract

This research explores types of vocabulary
learning strategies. It aims to study the use of
flash cards, both one sided and two sided and
word lists on learning English vocabulary. It
also aims to draw comparisons between three
types of strategies .The participants were ninety
students from King Abdallah High School.
There were three experimental groups (thirty
participants in each): a) studied vocabulary from
bilingual word lists; b) studied vocabulary from
bilingual flash cards, where the target word and
its Arabic meaning were on one side; c) studied
vocabulary from bilingual flash cards, where
the target words were on one side, and their
Arabic meanings were on the other side. The
study followed T1-treatment-T2 format, where
participants were pretested with the target words,
given the new vocabulary, and post tested on the
target words for any retention or attrition effects.
Finally, the research concluded that there are no
significant differences between the three types
of flash cards in King Abdallah High School.
These results can be generalized in the larger
Saudi Arabian context.

Keywords: Vocabulary building, Iearning Startegies,
high chools
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1. Introduction

Vocabulary building is one of the major
challenges foreign language learners face
during the process of learning a language.
Words are the blocks of a language since
they label objects, actions, ideas without

which people cannot convey the intended
meaning. According to Hornby (2000),
vocabulary means “all the words someone
knows and uses”. It can also mean “all the
words that exist in a language.” It is a very
important element for achieving Hymes’
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Editorial

~

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the World and Prayer and peace be upon the most
honorable prophet, our master Muhammad, his family and companions.

The seventh issue of the Journal of Human and Administrative Sciences includes
six papers that are representing different disciplines:

The first paper is in Islamic studies; it is entitled: “Profit Made by Banks from
Customer’s Credit cards.”

The second paper - entitled: “Argument Structure in Literary Debates: the Case of
A’midy’s Debate between Abi Tammam and Buhtury”- discusses an issue in Arabic
literature.

The third paper is in educational sciences. It is entitled: “The Effect of Probing-
Questions-based Teaching of Interpretation on the Students’ Achievement and
Development of their Critical Thinking.”

The fourth research is in law; it discusses “The Role of Saudi Mortgage System in
Protecting Creditors and mortgagees’ Rights”

The fifth paper is in psychology; it is entitled: “The Relationship between Self-
Efficacy and Depression in Patients with renal failure in Riyadh City, Saudi Arabia”

The sixth paper is in English; it is entitled “Flash Cards vs. Word Lists for
Vocabulary Building among Majmaah High School Students”

The Journal appreciates the effort made by the researchers and referees to produce
these studies in their present form. The current issue is published in new format in
size and layout in an attempt to satisfy both researchers and readers. The Journal is
hoped to embody quality in its content and form and continue its scientific endeavor
to serve researchers, and making use of referees’ experience. May Allah, the Arbiter
of Success, help all of us.

Professor Mohammed El-Shayea
Editor-in-Chief.
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