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Abstract

It was important to deal with the mechanism of acquiring
the shares of the listed companies on the stock exchange,
in order to effectively control the management of the tar-
get company, offers to buy from the bidder, and most of
the Arab regimes to regulate the purchase offers coupled

with the acquisition without distinction between them.

Despite the legal difference between them in terms of
definition and legal nature, to show the final say in these
subjects with economic and legal impact, and this is what
the study proved that the offers to buy shares of compa-
nies is the legal means to express the desire of the bidder
to acquire the company before it and both the bidder and
the offered and the parties Relating to acquisitions, have
certain obligations that must be adhered to during the va-
lidity period of the offer and until it is fully accepted or

rejected.

As well as the difference between the offers of purchase
and acquisition of the companies before the purchase to
control the administrative decisions to facilitate the af-
fairs of the company, and achieve the purpose for which
it was created, so the stage of the procurement offers,
which represent the stage of negotiations on the owner-
ship of the company and restructuring, and address the
stumble, On the ownership of the company, and control
the decision-making governing the management of the
company and restructuring, and address the failure to
verify acquisition after the acceptance of the company
before it offer to buy its shares from the bidder.

Opening Remarks:
Buy Offers- Stocks- Pros- Company

Offered - Exhibitor. - Acquisition.
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(18) Articlay 3/9 city Cod : «An offer made under this
Rule must be conditional only upon the offer having
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person acting in concert with it holding shares carrying

more than 50% of the voting rights».
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(22) articlay 10 on city code :

«It must be a condition of any offer for voting
equity share sapital which, if accepted in full would re-
sult in the offeror holding shares carrying over 50% of
the voting rights of the offeree company that the offer
will not become or be declared unconditional as to be
acceptance unless the offeree has acquired or agreed to
acquire (either pursuant to the offer or otherwise) shares

carrying over 50% of the voting rights attributable to:
1.The equity shre capital.
2.the equity shares capital and non-equity capital

combinedy.
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(24) article 2/9 city code: “No acquisition of shares
would give rise to a requirement for an offer under this
Rule may be made if the making or implementation of
such offer would or might be dependent on the passing
of a resolution at any meeting of shareholders of the
offer or upon any other conditions, consents or arrange-

ment”.

24- Coates,J.C: “Explaining variation in take eover de-

fenses: Blame the lawyers “ , California law review ,

859, 2001.
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Huang, H ; Chinas Takeover law Acomparative Anal-

ysis and proposals for reform, 30 Delaware Journal of

corporate law , 2005
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(34)- Jennifer Payne, takovers in English and German
Lou nart publishing 2002.
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“Failure to proceed exceptional circumstances;A
change in general economic, industrial or political cir-
cumstances will not justify failure to proceed with an
announced offer: to justify a decision not to proceed,
circumstances of an exceptional and specific nature are
required”
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shareholders, those others being aware of and accepting
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to make available» Weinberg, ibid. n0.913.p.910.
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Abstract

This study was conducted with the title of “An-
cient Monuments and its Impact on Islamic Doc-
trine” The reason for conducting this study was
due to the large number of voices calling for the
need to preserve and revive the old monuments
and urging researchers to study it and to be taught
in schools and universities. This study, therefore,
is a response to these calls which could lead to
undesirable consequences affecting the Islam-
ic doctrine. The study attempted to shed some
light on these false goals which are raised by
Islamophobic, especially the ideas and thoughts
related to the call to preserve and revive ancient
monuments. By adopting the descriptive analy-
sis method, this research revealed the following
results:

1. The monuments are public property, owned by
the government which strive to preserve them,
and ensure that they are kept for the public in-
terest.

2. Not all monuments are advised to be pre-
served, but some of them.

3. The call to preserve the ancient monuments is
one of the ways affecting the doctrine negatively.

Some of the recommendations include:

1. The need to resist the call to preserve the an-
cient monuments by the respected scholars and
clarifying its negative impact on the Muslims’
doctrine.

2. The scholars are requested to do their duty
against anything that may affect the purity of Is-
lamic faith and the Sharia.

Keywords:

heritage reviving, monuments, glorifying monu-
ments, guardianship of monotheism, statues
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Abstract

This study investigated the problems facing
deaf and hearing impaired students in second-
ary schools in Riyadh from their teachers and
counselors. The researchers used the in-depth
interviews. The sample of the study was 9
teachers of deaf students and 3 counselors who
are working with special needs students and
having great experience in dealing with deaf
and hearing impaired students in the inclusion
programs). Some open questions were raised
which are significant to the phenomenon in the
interviews contains the participants’ experi-
ence, opinions and ideas about the problems
facing deaf and hearing impaired students
during the educational process or the problems
among the students themselves based on their
experience and interaction in the real world.
The findings showed that the most prominent
problems facing deaf and hearing impaired
students are psychological problems, then
social, academic and behavioral problems.
According to the responses of counselors that
the most important problems were insistence
and frequent requests, anger and excitement,
dependent behavior and lack of social skills.
The researchers have presented some of rec-
ommendations.

Key words: Deaf and hearing impaired stu-
dents, Inclusion programs, Special education
administration.
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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the causes of
intellectual extremism, its manifestations and its
effects on university students, besides identify-
ing the most important contemporary challeng-
es to confront it, and identify the role of Saudi
universities in tackling this phenomenon; due to
its religious, political, social, economic and de-
velopmental impacts. Therefore, it becomes nec-
essary to confront it by all means and strengthen
the vital role of Islamic education as an import-
ant equivalent in preventing it.

The study depended on the descriptive method
in dealing with its topic, and the results were
based on the design of a proposed vision from
the perspective of Islamic education for the role
of Saudi universities in protecting students from
intellectual extremism. The study focused on a
number of reference points, the most important
elements, dimensions and requirements for pro-
tecting from extremism, where the preventive
approach differs from the therapeutic approach,
which is concerned only with developing legisla-
tions, issuing regulations and determining deter-
rent penalties for its various types and activities.
Prevention is based on the dear measures and
comprehensive plans for all expected damages
resulting from extremism.

Key words:

intellectual extremism, Saudi Universities, Pre-
ventive Vision, Islamic Education.
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2.Hadith Sharif
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Abstract

This research discusses the matter of the multi-
plicity of linguistic usage in the Holy Quran with
reference to the recitation of Hafs from Assem,
where some linguistics forms have been men-
tioned in the Holy Quran with more than one use
retaining the same meaning, where these forms
have been sometimes stated as masculine and
once as a feminine, diphthong or non-diphthong,
the verb as well has more than one structure, and
multiple versions of sources and attributes and
SO on.

This research came to study these topics stating
the differences, attributing what he can to the
Arab Languages, stating the effect of the Qura-
nic comma, and declaring the major use of these
forms.

Keywords:

Multiple, linguistic use, Arab languages, Vari-
able Formulas, Union of Meaning
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- The meanings of recitations, inves-
tigated by: Muhammad Al-Sha’bani
(Tanta, Dar El Sahaba, DT)
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bi al-Gharnati (741 AH):- Facilitating
the science of Tanzeel, investigatted
by: Abdullah Al-Khalidi (Beirut, Dar
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and recognition of attention to meaning,
as opposed to grammar, but they failed in
application. They needed more time and
practice to develop their performance in
writing. Content feedback, unlike gram-
mar feedback, probably requires long-term
development. Therefore, it is evident that
the findings of the study have not proved
the hypothesis of the research.

Due to the limitation of this study,
some caveats must be taken into consid-
eration regarding the result of the study
before drawing conclusion. First, ques-
tionnaires are reported to yield inaccurate
data no matter what procedures are em-
ployed. Second, since this research study
examines an issue about writing, if sam-
ples of students writings are investigated
and analyzed, this method is supposed to
add qualitative data. Third, the number of
participants is limited, the findings cannot
be generalized. Therefore, further research
studies employing other research method-
ologies are recommended.
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answers avoided “Neither Agree nor Dis-
agree.” However, a significant number be-
lieved that working on CF required much
time and work (78.5%). This result is in
line with previous questions of the cur-
rent study and other studies (Arafat, 2011,
Leki, 1992).

5.2 Interviews

As stated in the methodology sec-
tion, a number of students were random-
ly selected for short interviews. The aim
of the interviews was triangulate the data
obtained from the questionnaire and to
follow up with the data they provided in
the questionnaire and to comment on their
experience with the method of content
feedback. The researcher met with seven
participants. The interviews revealed sim-
ilar responses to the questionnaire items.
One participants mentioned that once he
revised his incorrect sentences, but the
corrected attempts included other content
mistakes. Although this information form
the participants was not stimulated in the
questionnaire, the interview revealed the
same concerns that students experienced.
Other participants expressed a similar
concern regarding their inability to find
the correct form if the teacher just gave a
suggestion. Looking back at the question-
naire, this method was supported by stu-
dents’ responses. However, all the seven
students stated that they understand now
what content feedback now as opposed to
their knowledge before the course. This is
clearly in line with participants’ response
in table 1, item (C).

5.3 Pedagogical Implications

The result of the study is inconsis-
tent with several studies that found out a
correlation between content feedback and
writing improvement. Although this study
does not prove otherwise, it found out that
students did not get the most use of this
method. It also showed that students gave
credit content feedback, but they expe-
rienced major issues. This controversial
issue is in line with what the study high-
lighted in the literature review about the
dilemma of focus on content or focus on
form.

Therefore, teachers should be care-
ful about providing content feedback. EFL
learners experience complicated variables
when encoding language learning. In addi-
tion, they should notice that EFL learners
might not be ready to work on content is-
sues if they are still having some surface
issues. Finally, teachers need to follow up
with their students after receiving content
feedback and make sure they understood
corrections and corrected them.

6. Conclusion

The present research attempted to gauge
the participants’ perceptions and reactions
to content feedback. The data obtained and
the analysis of the questionnaire revealed
a clear gap between recognition of content
feedback and its significance and the ap-
plication. Several components of the ques-
tionnaire appeared opponent or contradic-
tory. The major result of this study is that
students developed quite high awareness
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that 50% could not evaluate their mistakes.
Maybe students tried self-evaluate their
writing but found it difficult afterwards.

Table 8. Disadvantages of Content Feedback

This is probably due to some factors such
as time, law language proficiency, number
of mistakes, and new experiences with CF.

What are the disadvantages of teacher's content Neither
Strongly Strongly )
feedback? Agree Agree nor ) Disagree
Agree ] Disagree
Disagree
A. 1 still make the same content mistakes 11 17 4 7 3
B. Ineed help to correct and discover
content mistakes before submitting 9 12 2 8 11
homework
C. Idon't feel confident about my writing 13 16 3 5 5
D. Ineed to do much work with limited
9 24 0 6 3

time to correct mistakes

The data collected from this question
showed homogenous perceptions about
disadvantages of content feedback. Sur-
prisingly, students reported common con-
cerns about the drawbacks of focus on
content feedback. No single response ex-
pressed otherwise. All the items received
high percentages of in favor for the disad-
vantages. For example, 28 students (66%)
reported that they made similar content
mistakes although they finished 14-week
writing course. Those who strongly dis-
agreed with this item (A), though a small
number (16.6%), were relatively higher
than those who only disagreed (7.1%),
which supported their common concern.
This is in line with what Burt and Kiparsky
(1972) stated that these kinds of reiterated
mistakes should be addressed by teachers.
Additionally, this resut is inconsistent to
what Bruton (2009) states that feedback is

supposed to aid students to minimize their
errors in writing.

Similarly, as shown in the table above,
students’ confidence about avoiding con-
tent errors did not develop. 29 students
(69%) reported that they did not feel con-
fident. Actually, it decreased. Only 10
students (23.8%) reported that their con-
fidence did not change. Additionally, 21
students (50%) were found to need help to
correct their content mistakes. This find-
ing is not in consistent with a previous
result in table 3, item (B) where students
reported that they did not consult teachers
or friends to correct although they need-
ed to as shown in this table item (B). This
showed how students were frustrated and
confused in dealing with content feedback.
As for the time consumption, no single
students was uncertain about the time. All
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This table significantly provided clear
explanation about students' responses of
the previous questions of the question-
naire regarding their passive perceptions
and reactions to teacher's content feed-
back. 29.8% of the students reported that
working on CF consumed time (item A).
36 students (85.7%) were unable to revise
or correct their content feedback errors.
This is in line with what Edge (1989) and
Leki (1992) stated that errors are called
so if language learners may not be able to
correct themselves. 26 students (61.9%)

Table 7. Advantages of Content Feedback

showed that their difficulty is traced back
to the high number of mistakes they com-
mitted. A noticeable number of students
(47.6%) did not understand teacher's CF.
This is in line with other studies (Ferris,
2003, Zamel, 1985). Burnham (1986),
that stated that understanding teachers' re-
sponses and comments is conditional to
successful use of feedback (as cited in Al-
ghonaim, 2005). The result shown in this
table is obviously consistent with table 2
and 3 of feelings and reactions towards CF
respectively.

What are the advantages CF for your future

Neither

writing? Strongly Agree Agree nor St.rongly Disagree
Agree . Disagree
Disagree

A. I care about my future writing 8 18 5 4 7
B. I can self-evaluate my own writing 7 11 3 13 8
C. I think on meaning more than on

8 22 1 5 6

grammar

D. 1enjoy writing 4 7 0 17 14

From this table it is noticeable that stu-
dents care about their writing (61.9%).
Almost an equal percentage of students
(71.4%) started to consider meaning and
content on their writing. This was expect-
ed because students had a 14-week writing
semester in which the focus was mainly on
content and meaning. However, half the
students responded that they still couldn’t
self-evaluate their own writing (50.%). A
higher percentage, as well, confirmed the
negative impact of CF on their attitudes
towards writing. 73.8% of them reported
that they didn’t not enjoy writing.

These responses are in line with the re-
sponses of previous questions. They con-
sistently indicated that if students experi-
enced difficulties in dealing with content
feedback, they would not be able to eval-
uate themselves or enjoy writing. This ta-
ble shows clearly that students developed
awareness about the importance of mean-
ing, but they were still frustrated in actual
writing as shown in table 2.

Earlier it was mentioned in table 3 that
a number of students tried to revise their
mistakes but this table (item B) showed
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students’ perceptions about their negative
feelings towards teacher’s CF, which indi-
cated 92.8%., as shown above in table 2.
If combining their “Strongly Agree” and

“Agree” responses to item (A), we notice
a relative consistent, as well. 64.2% of stu-
dents didn’t favor to be asked to correct
their content mistakes.

Table 5. Students' Preferences on Content Comments

Which types of content feedback and comments Neither
Strongly Strongly )
are most useful to you? Agree Agree nor Disagree
Agree ] Disagree
Disagree
A. Organization 6 17 2 4 13
B. Developing Ideas 11 4 2 7 18
C. Cohesion and coherence 4 8 16 9 5
D. Vocabulary accuracy 25 5 0 3 9

Results from this study showed that
a significant number of students' percep-
tions about the usefulness of content feed-
back was in favor for item (D), vocabulary
accuracy (71.4%). However, cohesion and
coherence, developing ideas and organi-
zation, which served content and meaning
more, received lower rates. For example,
item (C), cohesion and coherence, was
"Strongly Agree" rated of only (9.5%). A
remarkable number of this question was

found in item (C). 38% of the students
answered "Neither Agree nor Disagree."
This 1s the highest percentage this choice
received in this study. It showed that stu-
dents were not quite sure about cohesion
and coherence. This also explained why
vocabulary received the highest rate. It
seemed that students still preferred direct
correction method, rather than comments,
that demanded some revisions and

changes.
Table 6. Difficulties of Revising Content Feedback
Which difficulties did you find more when S | Neither S |
revising comments of content feedback? trongly Agree Agree nor t'rong Y Disagree
Agree f Disagree
Disagree
A. It takes long time 16 23 0 0 0
B. [don't understand teacher's CF 11 9 5 7 10
C. Idon't know how to revise CF 21 15 0 2 4
D. I make many mistakes 12 14 0 6 10
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Agree" and "Agree." However, this high
percentage of willingness to revise their
errors did not conform to item (D). 59.5%
were not enthusiastic to affirm if their re-
visions are correct or not. Consistent with
this item (D), participants, although will-
ing to correct errors, they did not try to dis-
cuss their content errors with their teachers
or friends. This is evident in their response
to item (B) which showed a high percent-
age of 88% in favor for a negative reac-
tion. However, a significant number of
students (85.7) reported that they did not
ignore teacher's feedback, although they
did not know how to make corrections, as
will be shown hereinafter. The small num-
ber of students ignoring teacher's feedback
is line with a previous study (Arafat, 2011)
where students faced problems in correct-
ing grammar mistakes.

Table 4. Most Helpful Comments

The findings of this question showed
complex responses. An analysis of these
responses if compared to responses of ta-
ble 2 may show that students experienced
a new method of content feedback. They
were willing to develop themselves but
they had some problems that prevented
them to benefit from this method of error
correction. They did not ignore the content
feedback, but they didn't make sure they
appropriately correct the errors, nor did
they seek help to correct the errors. This
might be a result of law language profi-
ciency or difficulty in working on mean-
ing. Additionally, this result is in line with
the participants’ prior knowledge of con-
tent feedback before the course as shown
in the interview section.

Which types of teacher's comments did you find Neither
Strongly Strongly
most helpful to your writing? Agree Agree nor Disagree
Agree Disagree
Disagree
A. Asking Questions 3 6 6 15 12
B. Giving Suggestion 0 15 4 9 14
C. Using correction codes 6 12 5 10 9
D. Providing the correct content form 27 7 0 0 4
Students’ responses to this question they were not helpful. Students responses

revealed variant perceptions. Using cor-
rection codes received almost two equal
opposing perceptions. 42.8% students per-
ceived correction codes as a helpful meth-
od, whereas 45% students thought that

to item (D), showed that a high percentage
of them (80.90% preferred to have their
content mistakes receive corrected. Only
9.5% of students who disagreed with this
item. This perception is consistent with
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Table 2. Students' Feelings Towards with Teacher's Content Feedback (CF)

What do you think of teacher's content feedback

S | Neither S |
CF)? trongly trongly
(CF) Agree Agree nor Disagree
Agree Disagree
Disagree
A. Thate the teachers' CF 2 20 5 10 5
B. [ feel interested in the
3 22 3 4 10
teachers' CF
C. |1 feel frustrated by the
7 19 1 9 6

teacher's CF

A significant number of participants
reported passive feelings towards teacher
content feedback. 61.9% of these respons-
es showed frustration feeling (item C)
ranging from "Strong Agree" to "Agree."
Although the questionnaire of this ques-
tion proposed two structurally different
items, but the same thought, the two items
received the majority responses among
the other ones; 47.6% of students favored
"Agree" to item (A), which showed con-

sistent responses t item (C). However, 25
participants (59.5%) reported positive feel-
ings about CF. Amazingly, This percentage
indicated that students welcome the teach-
er's CF but do not know how to fix them.
The general percentage of passive feelings
towards content feedback in only items (A)
and (C) that favored "Agree” was 92.8%.
The percentage of those who are not inter-
ested in teacher CF is noticeable (33%).
This result is in line with passive feelings.

Table 3. Student Reactions to Teacher's Content Feedback

How do you react to teacher's content feedback? Neither
Strongly Strongly .
Agree Agree nor . Disagree
Agree f Disagree
Disagree
A. Ttry to revise my error
5 30 2 0 5
B. 1 consult my teacher or friends 2 3 0 2 35
C. lignore teacher's feedback 1 5 0 5 31
D. Imake sure I correct teacher's feedback 4 8 5 3 22

Results of this question revealed that a sig-
nificant number of participants reported
willingness to correct their content mis-

takes. This is based on their response of
item (A), which indicated a total percent-
age of 83% for both choices of "Strongly
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asked if they knew the meaning “content
feedback” before the course so that their

answers would be triangulated with ques-
tion one of the questionnaire (table 1).

Table 1. Students' Recognition of Feedback on Content

What do you know about feedback on content? Neither
Strongly Strongly )
Agree Agree nor Disagree
Agree Disagree
Disagree
A. It is about grammar, punctuation,
0 0 2 34 6
mechanics, and spelling
B. [Itis about vocabulary 9 16 2 7 8
C. Itis about meaning 30 8 4 0 0
D. Idon't know anything about content
0 0 2 22 18

feedback

5. Findings and Discussion
5.1 Questionnaire

A high percentage of participants (90.4%)
perceived that content feedback (CF) was
about meaning. 30 students (71.4 %) were
in favor of "Strongly Agree" and 8 students
(19.04%) showed a similar perception fa-
voring "Agree." This result was confirmed
by the result of item (A).All students rec-
ognized that content feedback is not about
forms, such as grammar, punctuation , and
spelling. Students with this high recogni-
tion are likely to pay attention to their writ-
ing in terms of content and meaning. Most-
ly no single participants showed salient
or deviant understanding of the content
feedback method of correction. However,
in item (C) only four participants didn't
decide their opinion, which is not signifi-
cant. The same with item (A). Only two
students were not sure. Item (B) showed
that students consider vocabulary as part

of meaning. This item received 59.5% in
favor of vocabulary. Examining the con-
sistent responses of items A and C, maybe
those participants thought that word usage
and choice of words paly an essential role
to meaning creation and meaning commu-
nication. Item (D) confirmed students rec-
ognition of CF with high percentage.

Based on this finding, it is evident that
student developed common understanding
of CF. This result did not reflect any sur-
prise because students naturally developed
understanding of feedback on content after
having a 14-week writing course and eight
writing assignments. All of which focused
on content.
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are all male they were assigned to two sec-
tions. Their age ranges from 21- 26 years
old. All the students taking the course par-
ticipated in this study except those who ei-
ther drop the course or withdrew from the
whole semester. Three students dropped
the course and one withdrew. Therefore,
they were excluded from the study. The
number of the participants of this study
was 42. One teacher taught the two sec-
tions so that the feedback method would
be consistent. The students have complet-
ed eight assignments of writing, in which
they received only content feedback on
each one.

4. Methodology
4.1 Questionnaire

The instrument employed for this study
was a questionnaire designed in the light
of related previous studies that used ques-
tionnaires (Ferris, 2003, Hedgecock &
Leftkowitz, 1994, Leki,1999). The ques-
tionnaire of this study underwent a validi-
ty test by five professors majoring in ESL,
three English teachers, including the course
teacher. All of these items were validated
so that critical pedagogical perceptions
and reactions of the subjects of the this
study would be reliable and valid. Based
on the auditors’ remarks, some questions
and sentences were modified. The mod-
ifications included wording, content and
clarity. The first draft of the questionnaire
consisted of 33 items. Two of these items
were eliminated after reliability and va-

lidity process. The final draft of the ques-
tionnaire included 31 items The question-
naire’s reliability was tested by conducting
a pilot study. The Cronbach alpha reliabil-
ity of the questionnaire indicated 0.89,
which is a high and acceptable measure in
statistical research. The questionnaire was
quantified by a Likert-scale of four points
(Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strong-
ly Disagree). Based on literature review of
research design, it is suggested that some
items of the questionnaires are repeated in
different words so that consistency can be
investigated. The questionnaire of this cur-
rent study employed this suggestion.

The questionnaire was administered
at the end of the semester, after the final
exam. The participants took their full time
to answer all the questionnaire questions.
They were informed that their names are
not needed and their responses will be
used for the purpose of the research. They
signed a consent form of voluntary partic-
ipation.

4.2 Interviews

Seven participants were randomly se-
lected for a short interview to triangulate
their responses with the questionnaire data.
Also the interview aimed at following up
with participants’ responses about their ex-
periences with content feedback through-
out eight writing assignments. Addition-
ally, the interview added qualitative data
for the study and allowed participants to
bring ideas and issues that might emerged
from the questionnaire. All the seven stu-
dents participating in the interviews were
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are two local errors (the English language
and many people) and only one global er-
ror, the word order. Supposedly, if the lo-
cal errors are corrected, or originally right,
(The English language use many people),
the sentence is still erroneous and under-
standable. However, if just the global error
is corrected ( * much people use English
language), the sentence is communicative.
It is evident that once the global errors are
addressed, misunderstanding will be less
potential. The remaining uncorrected mis-
takes, e.g., articles and qualifiers in this ex-
ample are local. The policy of the writing
course in this study focuses only on con-
tent feedback and EFL students’ percep-
tions and reactions to teacher’s responses.

3. Background of the Study

3.1 Significance of the Study:

The current study is significant because,
unlike other studies that investigated stu-
dents’ preference, and attitudes towards
teachers’ feedback in general, this study
investigates student’s behaviors and re-
actions to one kind of feedback, content
feedback. The researcher assumes that if
only content feedback is used then learn-
ers’ responses specifically and significant-
ly related to CF. Finally, previous studies
on teachers’ feedback were mostly on the
debate over students’ preferences towards
form or content feedback and their prefer-
ences of either type. But no single study,
at least to the knowledge of the researcher,

examined the perceptions, reactions, un-
derstanding, difficulties, and satisfaction
of students over content feedback.

3.2 Hypothesis of the Study

EFL students , if regularly receive
content feedback, will gain positive per-
ceptions and reactions to teachers’ content
feedback, which will help them develop
their writing. In this study the independent
variable is the impact of content feedback.
The dependent variables are the students’
perception and reaction to content feed-
back.

3.3 Objectives of the Study

1- To investigate students’ understanding
and knowledge about content feedback.

2- To identify the participants’ perceptions
and reactions to the content feedback they
receive.

3- To identify the students’ difficulties in
dealing with content feedback method.

4- To identify if content feedback develops
the students’ writing.

5- To investigate students’ self-evaluation
of their writing.

6- To identify advantages and disadvantag-
es of content feedback.

3.4 Participants

The participants of this study are EFL
Saudi undergraduate students from Qas-
sim Private Colleges, English Department.
They were 46 students taking a 14-week
writing course, ENG 340. The participants
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and state the difference between errors and
mistakes. Brown (1994,p. 205) defines an
error as ‘“‘noticeable deviation from the
adult grammar of a native speaker, reflect-
ing the interlanguage competence of the
learner.” He also offers the following dis-
tinctions between an error and a mistake;
a mistake, he says, is “a performance error
that is either a random guess or a ‘slip,” in
that it is a failure to utilize a known system
correctly.” According to this definition, a
native speaker could make a mistake in her
native language. Errors, on the other hand,
are problems that a native speaker would
not have. Edge (1989) offers another defi-
nition, which is especially important for
classroom teachers to keep in mind. He
says a slip is what a learner can self-cor-
rect, and an error 1s what a learner can’t
self-correct. An attempt is a guess or when
neither the intended meaning nor the struc-
ture is clear to the teacher.

One of the feedback strategies that
1s important in responding to students’
writing relates to the seriousness of errors.
Teachers should decide in advance what
errors that invite feedback. The differ-
ence of error and mistake is crucial here.
Some mistakes do not require immediate
response of treatment as long as students
can correct themselves when editing their
papers. Leki (1992) believes that teachers
should not focus on any errors that students
may make because ESL/EFL students
make many sentence-level errors. Thus he
suggests that teachers might need to select
errors for attention. Frodesen (2001) of-
fers a strategy to overcome this problem.

He argues that teachers may focus more
on stigmatizing errors. Stigmatization can
be recognized by the teacher through sim-
ple observation of the speaker and fellow
classmates. Leki agrees with Frodesen
and adds that these types of errors are also
made by native speakers showing the ne-
cessity to respond to such errors. With this
in mind, it is imperative for the teachers to
identify what constitutes a serious error. It
may be useful to view errors in a hierarchy,
ranked according to their seriousness, with
errors that significantly impair communi-
cation at the top of the list when providing
feedback, followed by errors that occur
frequently, errors that reflect misunder-
standing or incomplete acquisition of the
current classroom focus. Thus, it is so es-
sential for teachers to address such errors
(Burt & Kiparsky,1972).

Another useful distinction to help teach-
ers decide what constitutes seriousness of
errors is to look whether errors are global
or local. Burt and Kiparsky also consider
global errors to be more serious than lo-
cal errors. Local errors are those that deals
with minor features of grammatical forms
and do not interrupt communication. Glob-
al errors, on the other hand, are those that
disturb the large portion of the text and
thus have a great effect on understanding
the meaning intended (Leki, 1992). Here,
the effect of global errors extends to in-
clude the content of the intended message.
Therefore, they are considered serious er-
rors. Burt and Kiparsky (1972) offer the ex-
ample of the sentence: * English language
use much people. In this sentence there
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Numerous studies have been conduct-
ed investigating sources of errors in SL.
Some of these sources include the inter-
ference of L1 on L2 and the complexity
and the structure of English regardless of
the first language (Leki, 1992). Therefore
several empirical studies showed that in-
ternational students have similar and com-
mon mistakes( Cook, 2001). Additionally,
errors are traced back to learners’ interlan-
guage. It is the learner’s ability to form his
or her independent grammar, which is dis-
tinct from both the L1 and the L2 (Johnson
& Johnson, 1999).

Keh (1990) defined feedback as any
input provided by the reader to the writer
in which the writer is required to revise his
or her pieces of writing (as cited in Reid,
1993). This definition of feedback is so im-
portant to understand that feedback is not
justamark by the teacher. Rather, feedback
fundamentally aims at taking steps by the
writer to make necessary changes. Thus,
strategies for providing feedback seem to
be essential in order for writers to intake
feedback and revise their writing. Strate-
gies for feedback are crucial because, ac-
cording to Burnham (1986), feedback has
three conditions: (a) the student does not
comprehend the response, (b) the student
understands the response but does not
know how to revise it, and (c) the student
understands and implements it but he/she
does not improve (as cited in Alghonaim,
2005). Additionally, Burnham states that if
students do not comprehend, the feedback
is useless.

Realizing sources of errors and ap-
preciating feedback ambiguity suggest
that teachers should use varied strategies
that deal with the different sources of er-
rors. Some types of feedback that are ap-
propriate for a particular error may not be
appropriate for other types of errors. Con-
sequently, teachers should vary their feed-
back according to types of errors.

Using effective strategies for provid-
ing feedback is based on four assumptions:
first, the legitimate arguments both for and
against addressing errors as shown above.
Second, Leki (1991) argues that students
themselves are willing to develop their
grammatical accuracy unlike their native
speaker counterparts (as cited in Leki,
1992). Third, Chastain (1975) argues that
if language learners constantly receive
corrective feedback, they may become
discouraged, frustrated, and even lose en-
thusiasm for writing in the TL (as cited in
Freiermuth, 1998).

Hubais (2014) conducted an analysis
study on 17 Omani students’ writings to
investigate the effectiveness of both form
and content feedback on multiple drafts,
namely three drafts. He found out that im-
provement was noticed in their third drafts.
He also found out that students performed
better in form feedback. The current study
is quite different. It investigates students’
perception and reactions to only content
feedback through after the first draft.

2.3 Errors and Mistakes

It is appropriate here to define error
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tively affected writing, and that grammati-
cal feedback had a considerable impact on
correction of errors in the students’ second
drafts.

Similarly, Lalande (1982) found that his
experimental group, which received error
correction and remarks on the kind of er-
rors made, proved considerable improve-
ment over the control group, whose errors
were simply corrected without receiving
any notes about errors. Furthermore, in a
study that examined direct methods of er-
ror correction, Robb, Ross, and Shortreed
(1986) found that students who were giv-
en feedback on form made more improve-

ment than those who did not receive any
feedback.

On the other hand, in a study with ESL
students, Ferris (1999) analyzed over 1600
marginal and end notes made by teachers
on 220 advanced-level student composi-
tions (110 pairs of first and second drafts).
She then looked at the revised versions of
these essays to see how such comments
were used. Teacher’s comments included
questions, statements about the students’
writing, suggestions to elaborate or clari-
ty, positive comments, and suggestions for
correcting surface errors. Most comments
were focused on the ideas rather than on
grammatical problems, although summary
notes at the end sometimes dealt with par-
ticular surface errors underlined in the text.
Ferris found that students generally made
fairly substantive changes in response
to teacher questions on content, and that
comments on grammar resulted in positive

change, especially when they were paired
with underlines in the text. She adds that
focus on both content and form doesn’t
minimize student’s chances to improve
their writing.

A survey conducted by Flahive and
Chambuleyon (2001) on teachers’ feed-
back showed that sentence-level is of pri-
mary priority to ESL/EFL teachers. The
significance of this survey is that it in-
volved teachers who provided feedback.
This study is conducted to examine feed-
back styles that teachers are likely to pro-
vide to their students.

In their survey, Flahive and Chambu-
leyon distributed a 300 word essay writ-
ten by EFL. The participants are asked to
respond to this essay. The results of the
teachers’ feedback showed a great ten-
dency to correcting all grammatical er-
rors. Also teachers argued in a combined
questionnaire that correcting grammatical
errors would result in considerable under-
standing of the writers to the English lan-
guage.

Thus this paper argues that strategic
feedback is so essential as long as teachers
seem to adhere to error correction. Howev-
er, since focus on form is so controversial,
teachers should try a variety of feedback
strategies that can serve as compromising
methods for these contradictory views of
feedback. This is justified by the results of
many studies of error analysis that suggest
that students make many sentence-level
errors (Cardella & Corno,1981).
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the two approaches to the feedback, The
current research investigates the percep-
tions and reactions of the learners them-
selves towards CF. Many studies were
conducted to examine and investigate the
impact and effect of feedback in general.
Other studies searched students’ prefer-
ences and attitudes towards form feedback
(Arafat, 2011, Katayama, 2007). How-
ever, little attention was given to inves-
tigate their perceptions and reactions to
this content feedback. Do students ben-
efit from teachers’ feedback on content;
do they know how to react these content
marks; do they apply the remarks in their
later writing revisions? What perceptions
and reactions do they have towards CF?
Are there advantages and disadvantages of
content feedback? This research attempts
to answer these questions about this type
of feedback used EFL learners of English.

2.2 Dilemma of Feedback.

The following part shows some studies
regarding error corrections so the dilem-
ma of feedback in second or foreign lan-
guage writing is best apprehended. A large
number of studies (Raimes, 1991; Kaplan,
1987; Mohan, 1986; Foltz, Gilliam, and
Kendall, 2000) attempted to show the ef-
fects (or lack of effects) of grammar cor-
rection. Their general logic is straightfor-
ward: researchers compared the writing of
students who have received grammar cor-
rection over a period of time with that of
students who have not. Here, if correction
is important for learning, then the former

students should be better writers, on aver-
age, than the latter. If the writing levels of
the two groups do not differ, then correc-
tion was not helpful in this sense. The third
possibility, of course, is that the uncorrect-
ed students will write better than the cor-
rected ones. Accordingly, Truscott, (1996)
believes that correction might be harmful.

In the study of teachers’ response, Fath-
man and Whalley (1990) found that when
teachers underlined grammatical errors in
their students’ texts, students made fewer
grammatical errors in rewriting their com-
positions than when no such feedback can
beneficially be provided at the same time
without overburdening the students. The
72 ESL students in their study rewrote their
compositions in class in response to four
feedback conditions: (1) no feedback, (2)
grammatical feedback (where errors were
underlined), (3) content feedback, and
(4) both grammar and content feedback.
While the majority of students receiving
no feedback increased their scores just by
rewriting, students made more improve-
ment when they received feedback. There
was a significant reduction in grammatical
errors for students receiving grammatical
feedback (condition 2 and 4). Most of the
students who received only content feed-
back improved their content scores, but
35% of them made more grammar errors
in their revisions. When students received
both grammar and content feedback, they
all improved on grammar significantly,
and 77% improved on content. The au-
thors concluded that grammar feedback,
whether given alone or in context, posi-
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his or her message (Kepner, 1991)

This trend is justified by recent research
and theory of writing process, in which the
focus is primarily on communication of
meaning. This research appeared as a reac-
tion against the form-dominated approach.
According to Raimes (1991) new concerns
in writing replaced the old ones. Thus, the
process of writing which includes drafts,
peer collaboration, and creation of texts
1s sufficient to provide writers with feed-
back that may lead to self-correction and
eventually develop both form and content
of their writings. Furthermore, Kepner
(1991) argues that the process of writing is
said to be formative more than summative.
Likewise, Diaz (1985), who studied the re-
lationship between the focus on content in
second language writing and L2 acquisi-
tion, has found out that focus on meaning
rather than on form positively affects the
students’ use of L2.

Kepner (1991) conducted a study on
sixty students learning English. The aim of
that study was limited to certain assump-
tions about the role of corrective feed-
back in student journal assignments. The
student journal assignments received two
types of written feedback, message-relat-
ed comments vs. surface error-correction.
The students were given eight journal as-
signments throughout the semester. Each
entry was to be no fewer than 200 words.
They did not know that these assignments
were part of a research study until the re-
search obtained their consent at the end of
the semester.

The result of this study showed that stu-
dents receiving message-related comment
feedback produced considerably greater
ideational sentences in their guided jour-
nals than did those students who received
the grammatical and mechanical error cor-
rections. Also, students who received the
error-corrections or rule-reminders did
not statistically produce fewer errors than
those receiving message-related comments
feedbacks. Finally, Kepner (1991) con-
cluded that error-corrections in L2 students
writing were ineffective for enhancing the
development proficiency and accuracy
of surface skills in the L2 writing. More
surprisingly, Kepner stated that consistent
related-message feedback was a useful
medium to enhance writing proficiency in
ideational development but failed to less-
en surface-level of accuracy. He explained
that a paragraph, isolated sentences or
phrases written by the teachers in response
to the students’ writings might serve as a
model for students to develop their content
message, adding that they might not nec-
essarily enhance students’ level of writing
accuracy.

Now, should feedback take the form
of error-correction or should it focus on
the content of the writer’s message? The
literature is replete with general topics of
feedback on both form focus and content
focus. Some studies conclude that focus
on form is so important and indispensable;
other studies, on the other hand, show that
focus on content 1s more important.

However, regardless of the debate over
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students revise and develop their writing.
Additionally, teachers’ feedback aims at
stimulating students to avoid possible er-
rors and accordingly produce better pieces
of writing. However, there is a continuous
and growing debate about the effect of the
two types of feedback. Some researchers
argue that feedback that focuses on form
1s important in ESL/EFL writing. Others,
on the other hand, claim that attention of
feedback should be on the content of the
writing. However, this paper does not pre-
fer one method of feedback to another. Yet,
it attempts to investigate how EFL writers
received content feedback and whether
this error correction style was usefully and
easily perceived or challenging to the par-
ticipants of the study. To understand why
the two trends of writing feedback have
emerged and aroused a lot of debate, it’s
essential to provide a brief historical sur-
vey that accounts for both approaches,
form feedback (FF) and content feedback
(CF). Both methods are evident to lan-
guage approaches of SL writing (Raimes,
1991). Although these correction methods
have emerged long time ago, they still are
practically evident in writing teaching.

2. Literature Review

2.1 Focus on Content vs Focus on Content

Ferris (2006) stated that most teachers'
corrections rest more on local issues such
as grammar and mechanics. He assumes
that focus on content should receive equal
attention as a reaction to process writing

approach. In the content focus method,
learners receive feedback on “the language
of the thinking processes and the structure
or the shape of content” (Mohan, 1986, p.
18). In other words, students’ knowledge
of the topic they write about is the pri-
mary focus in this approach. Proponents of
this approach argue that errors occurring
on the surface, such as grammatical errors,
are easily identified by students. Likewise,
Foltz, Gilliam, and Kendall (2000) claim
that students are taught how to proofread
for these errors. Additionally, they argue
that correcting misinformation, incorrect
knowledge, or misconception may be so
difficult for the learners. Thus, feedback on
content deals with students whose essays
do not show that they have acquired the
appropriate amount of knowledge of the
topic or the correct rhetorical organization
and style. Raimes (1991) mentions some
examples of teachers’ content focus feed-
back comments, such as, “good descrip-
tion,” or “add details.” Similarly, Fathman
and Whalley (1990) suggest that teachers
make text-specific comments, e.g., “I’'m
wondering here what [name of student
writer] tells the readers about the chil-
dren;” ask questions; make suggestions,
express their emotions or feelings like
“Nice.” Also, teachers can ask students to
rephrase, explain, or reformulate their es-
says. In content focus, the emphasis goes
beyond the sentence level surface skills of
the text to include the intended message
conveyed by the writers. In other words,
the focus is on what the writer thinks and
says, not on how the writer says or delivers
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Abstract

This paper attempts to examine the perception
and reaction of EFL Saudi writing learners to
content feedback as opposed to form feedback.
The research study employed a questionnaire
instrument. 42 EFL Saudi students enrolled
in the English Department, at Qassim Private
Colleges participated in this study. Since the
students were already taking a grammar course,
which focused on form structures, the writing
class focused on content feedback (CF). The
writing course focused on providing mainly
content feedback. The study aimed at inves-
tigating students’ perceptions and reactions
to content feedback at the end of the course
where they had eight assignments of writing.
The results of the study revealed a huge gap
between student’s perceptions and reactions.
It was evident that students developed a high
level of recognition towards CF, but they ex-
perienced serious pedagogical issues and dif-
ficulties that minimized the content feedback
outcomes. The study also revealed the causes
for these issues and problems. Some pedagog-
ical implications and recommendations were
suggested.

Keywords:

content, correction, error, feedback, form,
grammar, mistake, perception, reactions,
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1. Introduction have different ways to respond to students’
writing. However, one aspect that teach-
ers should realize when responding to stu-

dents’ writing is that feedback is to help

As long as writing teachers have several
methods and techniques to teach, they also

EFL Saudi Learners’ Perceptions and Reactions to Written Content Feedback on Writing Assignments
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I. General Guidelines
1. The journal publishes academic studies in the era

of humanities and administrative in Arabic and
English languages, books review, summaries of
thesis, conference proceedings, forums as well
as related scientific activities.

. The journal publishes original, innovative

work; which follows a sound methodology,
referencing and have a proper thought and
maintain language and style. Articles must not
be a part of thesis or books.

. The author(s) must provide three printed copies

with a summary not exceeding (200) words.
Articles submitted in English should provide a
summary in Arabic language.

. Research submitted for possible publication

should not exceed 30 pages; size 2128/ cm.
In Arabic text, please use Lotus Linotype,
with font size 14 for the main text and 15 for
the title. In English texts, please use Times
New Roman, with font size 12 for the main
text and bold type 13 for the title. Also, use
Lotus Linotype, size 12 for Arabic footnotes
and Times New Roman size 10 for English
footnotes. Books reviews, reports and theses
should not exceed five pages.

. The author should declare that the article

submitted to the journal should not have been
published before in their current or substantially
similar form, or be under consideration for
publication with another journal. Once the
article is to be accepted, it is not permitted to be
published in another journal.

. All submissions are refereed and judged on

academic rigor and originality. Initial comments
are sent back to authors to carry out corrections
before the final acceptance of the articles.

. The author will be notified of the decision

of accepting or rejecting of the article. The
submitted articles are the sole property of the
journal whether the article is to be accepted/
rejected.
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8. It is not allowed to republish the journal’ articles
in other sources without a written permission
from the editor-in-chief.

9. The author of accepted articles will receive a
complimentary author package of a hard copy
of the journal issue as well as (5) re-prints of the
article.

II. Technical Guidelines

1. A cover letter should be attached to the
submitted article requesting an opportunity
for possible publications. Details of each of
the contributing authors should be supplied;
as full name, title, the affiliation, postal
address and correct email address.

2. Tables and figures should fit the space
provided on the journal” pages (12X18 cm).

3. Article files should be provided in Microsoft
Word format.

4. You should cite publications in the text using
the last named author’s name, followed
by the year (Smith, 2015). Page No. to be
added in case of quotation (Smith, 2015: 66).
(Smith et al., 2015), to be used when there
are two or more authors.

5. At the end of the paper a reference list in
alphabetical order should be supplied using
the surname. All references related to the
article to be included.

- For books Surname, Initials (year). Title
of Book. Publisher, Place of publication.
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Simon & Schuster, New York, NY.
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if absolutely necessary and must be identified
in the text by consecutive numbers, enclosed
in square brackets.
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