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Abstract
There is no doubt that the developments and successive
events in the Arab world are beginning to take serious
turns« which requires the psychological and educational
researchers need to find mechanisms to preserve the
youth values« in a way that allows them to be approaches
through which can be maintained or modified.
The present study aimed to reveal the order of the
pattern value arrangement of the students of the Faculty
of Education¢ Jeddah Universityc and to reveal the
interpretant structural model for the correlation between
the independent variables and the dimensions of the
pattern value. In addition to revealing the amount of
predictive value for: social conformity¢« moral thinkings
social responsibility« and moral judgment to predict the
sum of the dimensions of the value pattern. The sample
included (255) university students.

The results of the study indicated that the political
values came firste while the social values came in
second place¢ followed by the economic values¢ came
in third place¢ then the religious values ranked fourth«
and then the theoretical values ranked fifthc Then came
the aesthetic values ranked sixth. The study also found
access to a structural model that explains the correlated
relationships between the independent variables and
the dimensions of the pattern value. The results showed
that 87% of the variance on the value variable can be
explained by moral thinking« moral judgment¢ social
responsibility¢ and social conformity
Key Words: The pattern value - social conformity-
social responsibility- Moral Thinking- Moral judgment
- University students.
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Abstract

The divan ( Smell of the Soil ) of the Saudi poet
( Ibrahim Muftah)« is an elegant literal work« floating
obvious stylistic phenomena on its waves. This study
has investigated two prominent parts (significance
fields) and (source art picture)¢ these two sides can
reveal through psychological reading the formation
of the text and the reason for the presence of stylistic
phenomenon on one hand and the interpretation of
its absence on the other hand. The study revealed
the manifestations of these phenomena through the
investigative procedure and analyzed it according
to the psychic and stylistic methods. Through these
tools¢ I tried to discover the role of the environment
in shaping the artistic vision.
Key Word: The Divan Smell of Spil - lIbrahim Muftah -
Stylistic Study - Significance Fields - Art Picture Source.
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Abstract
Women and their rights are one of the important issues
raised and discussed among the people of the nation, in
terms of equality with men, and the fact is that women
are not equal to men. And the research deals with the
issue of great imamate, and is it possible in terms of
legitimacy to assign the great imamate to women,
through mentioning the evidences from Quran and
Sunnah that prevent and prohibit assigning the great
imamate to the females, and that this judgment (rule)
is based on a number of evidences, and not only one
evidence. And the Figurative Import (Al-Fahwa) is
chosen because it is one of the signs and indications
that most of the wise and sensible people agree upon,
and it is known by all those who know the language.
The evidences were divided into evidences from Quran
and others from Sunnah.
The study concluded that:

- If the legal guardianship, prayer imamate,
guardianship in marriage contracts, exclusive
testimony in money are not given to the women,
although they are partial issues, then are not fit to
practice bigger roles such as the (great imamate).

- The woman is weak, and in most cases, does
not have the ability to go through rivalries, and
the great imamate requires strength, and is not
assigned to the man if he is weak, so how it is
possible to assign it to the woman which is weak
by nature.

Key Word: The Figurative Import Sign (Delalat Al-

Fahwa) - Great Imamate - Legal guardianship
of women
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Abstract

This research examines the concepts of entrepreneurship
and social entrepreneurship, in terms of similarities,
differences, and concept development over time.
The elements of social entrepreneurship have been
investigated from publicizing the notion of social
entrepreneurship through education, training, and then
through the institutions that are expected to support
such orientation in this field, and assist to launch
pioneering social projects in addition to regulatory
laws and legislations to reaching social awareness that
is considered a core element contributing to social
entrepreneurship acceptance as a form of social services.
The relationship between social entrepreneurship
and the improvement of social welfare services have
been discussed through numerous aspects related
to social welfare such as social responsibility, the
sustainability of social welfare programs and services
as well as investigating the relationship between
social entrepreneurship and social work profession as
being the main profession concerned with providing,
and executing social welfare programs and services
in all forms. The study concluded that the social
entrepreneurship is a current trend that should be
developed to enhance the standard living of individuals,
and communities, and the value of youth participation
in social and economic development as well.

Key words: Social entrepreneurship, Social welfare,
Social responsibility, Sustainability, Social work
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Abstract

In the light of the importance of the Family
Functioning and its impact on family members, and
the importance of psychological security of women
and its impact on its functional tasks assigned to fit,
it originated the idea of the study, which sought to
identify the nature of the relationship between Family
Functioning and psychological security among
housewives in Riyadh, the descriptive approach is
adopted and the questionnaire is employed, Applied to
a sample of purposive non-random (235) housewife.
One of the main results of the study is that their
high level of Family Functioning and psychological
for housewives in Riyadh in general, and there are
significant differences between the sample in the
Family Functioning of domestic and psychological
security depending on the level of education of the
housewives, and the head of the family education,
and family income in favor of the higher levels of
education and income. In addition to a positive
correlation statistically significant between Family
Functioning and psychological security and some of
the social and economic level of the family variables.
In light of the study results, the paper is concluded
with a number of recommendations.

Keywords: Family Functioning, psychological security,
the head of the family
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grammar and while evidencing vocabulary
tested separately would prefer it to be tested
integratively. This picture largely makes sense
given the low level of proficiency of intermediate
students, and the common emphasis on grammar
in KSA.

5.3. Limitations and suggestions for further
research

The study naturally has some limitations
which prompt useful suggestions for future
study. Clearly the tension between contextual
requirements of practice and a teacher’s more
idealistic beliefs about vocabulary teaching
needs more exploration. Since relevant open
responses we obtained with our instrument
were relatively sparse, we would recommend
a follow up study exploiting supplementary
interviews, especially perhaps interviews
of the type employed by Kuzborska (2011),
where teachers are talked to immediately after
a class which the researcher has observed and
recorded (video stimulated recall). In such
an immediately retrospective interview the
teacher could then be better able to talk about
why they dealt with vocabulary this or that
way in the preceding class (their practices)
and how that fits with their previously
declared general beliefs. Where there are
mismatches, invaluable information on the
reasons for them could then naturally emerge
to supplement those we have been able to
suggest in our account above.

Clearly the area of teacher beliefs and
practices with respect to vocabulary teaching

is heavily under-researched and we would

recommend mixed methods studies of the type
just described be undertaken in a wider range
of contexts around the world. Furthermore,
research on what the beliefs and practices
of teachers actually are, where our study
lies, needs to be connected with research on
the effectiveness of the practices. This may
be measured both in terms of what teachers
and learners perceive to be successful, and
more objectively through measures of student
vocabulary improvement related to the beliefs
and practices of their teacher.

5.4. Conclusion

In conclusion, we have demonstrated
that mismatches between beliefs and practices
are to be found with respect to vocabulary
teaching as much as in other areas such as
grammar teaching (Borg, 2003). While much
remains to be discovered about the reasons for
this, we have provided important suggestions
for improvements in our Saudi Arabian
context which might allow teacher beliefs,
which mostly echoed what the literature
regards as ‘good practice’, to be better realized
in their practices. We believe that our findings
and recommendations may have relevance for
other similar contexts around the world.
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more idealistic beliefs, while the teachers’
actual performance, as reported by the students,
possibly reflected their day-to-day practical
beliefs for the specific teaching situation,
regarded by Borg as core, and generally
overriding the peripheral ones. Clearly where
the ideal beliefs are in some sense ‘better’ than
the core ones, work needs to be done so that

they can be better implemented.

5.2. Summary of the effects of teacher
variables (RQ3)

With respect to the participant variables
we included in the study, we found that both
beliefs and practices differed in a number of
instances based on educational level or gender
or teacher experience. In general, student
reports however yielded a richer picture
of such variation than did teacher reported
beliefs. Possibly this was in part due to the
fact that we had more student informants than
teachers, so it was easier to obtain significant
differences between subgroups of students
reporting on teacher practices.

More experienced teachers differed from
less experienced ones in relatively few
instances (contrary to Gao and Ma, 2011).
Two clear examples were that the more
experienced believed more in weekly tests and,
at intermediate level, in the greater importance
of grammar over vocabulary than the less
experienced teachers.

As abroad generalisation, and not separating
beliefs from practices, we may say that female
teachers tended to show higher degrees of
belief and practice than males with respect to

more of the aspects we asked about than did
males. Substantively we can say that the male
teachers emerge as slightly more traditional
in beliefs and practices, in the sense that they
emerge higher than females on the primacy of
teacher and textbook, on accuracy rather than
fluency, on incidental treatment of vocabulary
and on explaining meaning in Arabic and in
context, though they also recognise the role
of technology more. The female teachers on
the other hand, may be seen as slightly less
traditional and more interested in targeting
vocabulary as a skill.  While
recognising the impact on teaching of Arabic

separate

and of exams, they are higher than males on
presentation of meaning in English, and on
presentation of pronunciation by NS of English
or Arabic letters. They target vocabulary in
the textbook more, but also believe in making
students aware of the 5000 target, and are
more committed to practising vocabulary
(through repetition, longer term recycling, and
communicative tasks) and short weekly tests.
Withrespecttoeducational level, intermediate
level teachers produced higher ratings on more
items than secondary level ones. Secondary
level teachers evidence more general impact
of technology than intermediate. Intermediate
level teachers are more based on the textbook
and teacher, rely more on Arabic and pictures
specifically for explaining meaning, and on NS
models and Arabic letters for pronunciation,
train students more in dictionary and memory
strategies, direct students to words to learn and
do more weekly testing. They also to a greater

extent rate vocabulary as less important than
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textbook where they might wish to, in order
to implement some belief which is not catered
for in the textbook. Any departure has to be
planned in advance and submitted for official
approval, which naturally would tend to
discourage such activities given the pressures
already on the teachers, and school inspectors
check that teachers are adhering to book. Use
of resources on the internet, and activities to
promote learner training are areas affected, as
well as for example introducing extra reading
activities involving vocabulary items deemed
necessary to approach a threshold of 5000 on
school leaving, but not found in the textbook
(Alenezi, 2016). As one teacher put it in an
open response: ‘The environment controls
everything in Riyadh’. This therefore is the
basis for a recommendation that the Ministry
of Education might trust teachers more and
relax restrictions which discourage teachers
from extending and supplementing what is
prescribed, in ways that allow their beliefs to
be better realised in practice.

Fourthly there may be physical resources
missing, such as sufficient computing facilities
to allow for the teachers’ high belief in the role
of new technology to be realised in practice.
This again is something for the Ministry of
Education to address.

Finally, the perceived nature of the learners
might be a factor. Particularly with respect to
the greater reported use of L1 compared with
teacher beliefs, the reason could be advanced
that this occurred because the students were
not felt to be of a sufficient proficiency
level to be able to deal with the information

in L2. This was in fact supported by an
open response comment made by a teacher:
‘Actually sometimes I do use the Arabic
language to help them to understand the text
or words. They like the Arabic language
and hate the English language. They regard
English language as too difficult.” Another
teacher elaborated ‘In addition, we have a big
gap between the curriculum and the students’
level. That is a recent Education ministry
decision. The curriculum is too advanced in
comparison with the students’ level.” Again,
teachers’ relatively low apparent delivery
of vocabulary testing either on an informal
weekly basis or in more substantial exams
could be due to their seeing the students as not
competent or motivated enough to cope with
this. This is also supported by a teacher open
response: ‘They don’t like more information,
more tests or even quizzes. They are lazy
students.” This suggests that this teacher,
despite being very experienced, actually feels
constrained in implementing her beliefs by
the student attitudes that she perceives in the
teaching context. This would be an interesting
topic for further research, but again has
implications for the Ministry to re-assess the
whole curriculum of English in school, both
in terms of contact hours and progression of
the syllabus.

In Borg’s terms (Birello, 2012), practical
contextual constraints such as those described
may lead to a teacher developing a dual system
of core and peripheral beliefs, some of which
conflict. In our study the teacher questionnaire

arguably tapped what Borg regards as peripheral,
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Niu and Andrews (2012) in their Chinese
context. The notion that vocabulary errors are
less important than grammar errors was also
seen more in practice than belief. The areas of
discrepancy do not appear to be predominantly
in the unplanned areas of teaching, such as it is
suggested by Basturkmen (2012) might be the
case. We have identified above a number of
possible reasons for the mismatches, generally
consistent with Borg (in Birello, 2012), who
notes that the practical constraints of actual
teaching in a particular context affect how
fully beliefs translate into practices. In our
case we feel there are at least five such factors
which could explain the findings, and which
we recommend that relevant stakeholders
need to address.

First, more teacher continuing professional
development/ in-service training may be
needed, which is predominantly in the hands
of the Ministry of Education to provide. This
needs to be of a practical nature, however.
For instance, the teachers do not lack belief in
the value of new technology in teaching, but
possibly theirimplementation ofitis limited by
their own lack of practical knowledge of useful
English resources online, or in other respects.
Similarly, their low implementation of learner
training in some vocabulary strategies may
be due to their own lack of familiarity with
how to conduct such training. Also training in
vocabulary assessment could be useful given
their general lack of endorsement of any of
the common methods used currently, and the
importance of assessment to promote learning
through ‘backwash’ effect (Hughes, 1989).

Second, many of'the items with low occurrence
relative to expressed belief, such as various types
of practising,
of time allotted to English in the curriculum.

may be neglected due to lack

Throughout their time at state school, students
study English in class overall for only 720 hours
(Alenezi, 2016: 6.4.1) and arguably this does not
allow enough time for many desirable activities
to be included. In particular, as we see in the next
paragraph, the teacher may feel required to spend
the time covering what is in the textbook, rather
than to follow his/her beliefs, whose realisation
may not be included in or fit the textbook.
This is part of a wider problem faced by many
countries where English is a foreign language,
but the country aspires to produce graduates
with sufficient proficiency to engage in the
international world of business and study through
the medium of English.

Third, KSA exhibits strong top down
control on what occurs in the classroom
through the textbook. The syllabus for English
in school is only very broadly described by the
Ministry of Education in terms of a few general
objectives, and indeed most of the examining,
except at the end of secondary school, is
left to individual teachers to do. In these
respects, then, the way is open for teachers
to do whatever they think suitable to deliver
the syllabus in the classroom, using practices
that accord with their beliefs. However, this is
countered by the fact that the textbook to be
used is prescribed, and to our knowledge there
are only one or two textbooks at each level
that are approved for use. Furthermore, it is

not made easy for teachers to supplement the
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The teachers did not significantly endorse
above the midpoint any of the four means of
testing offered as beliefs, i.e. multiple choice,
or by translation, or testing vocabulary
separately, or indeed integratively along with
skills like reading. Indeed this theme as a
whole exhibited the lowest levels of belief
and practices of all the themes, with many
ratings close to the scale midpoint. Possibly
this reflects that teachers had little training or
awareness in this area, despite their regular
involvement in classroom assessment of
English. Alternatively it could reflect a general
dissatisfaction with the way vocabulary is
tested at the moment, even though it is largely
in their own hands. Female intermediate
teachers did however believe more strongly
(4.50) than female secondary level teachers
(2.83) that vocabulary should be tested
integratively (Wald chi sq.=5.32, p=.021).

Of these four means of assessing,
interestingly only one showed a significant
difference between belief and practice. The
belief that translation should be used in
vocabulary tests was only non-significantly
above the midpoint (3.31), but reported
occurrence of it significantly higher (3.75)
(Wald chi sq.=6.10, p=.013). That is consistent
with other items concerning involvement of
L1 Arabic under themes A and C being also
at least descriptively higher in use than belief.

The low endorsement of the view that
vocabulary mistakes are less important than
grammar ones we already commented on in
4.1. From the significant difference between

belief and practice, however, we see that

teachers in reality gave grammar errors more
weight than their belief suggested. This could
be due to the force of local tradition, mediated
perhaps by the emphasis of the textbook, or
the expectations of students.

5. Summary and Implications

5.1. Overall findings for RQ1 and RQ2
and their implicationsfor local stakeholders

Overall, answering RQ1, we can say that the
teachers’ beliefs are for the most part up to date
and in line with current thinking. For instance,
they seem to be aware of the importance of
giving special attention to vocabulary and
of the large number of words that need to
be learnt. They appreciate the importance of
practising vocabulary, of learner training, and
of the role of new technology. They further
favour explaining meaning in context, being
cautious about over-endorsement of the use of
Arabic L1 and do not to agree that vocabulary
errors are less important than grammar ones.
This is reassuring. They are however perhaps
lacking in clear beliefs about how vocabulary
should be assessed and examined, although
doing this is largely in their own hands in
KSA schools and there are intimate ties
between how vocabulary is assessed and how
it is taught.

With respect to RQ2, in almost all areas
explored, implementation of teacher beliefs
in practice predominantly falls below their
apparent aspiration, often significantly (thus
echoing Macalister, 2012). Just in anything
involving L1 Arabic, use exceeded belief,

which is not consistent with the findings of
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in accordance with their beliefs. Possibly the
rank order also reflects teacher familiarity
with each strategy, and hence confidence in
delivering training in it. That is, teachers were
perhaps more comfortable with delivering
training in guessing and in note keeping, less
so with training in how to express oneself
when lacking the word, or in useful websites.
With respect to actual reported training, two
differences by gender were also found. In
both cases female teachers were reported
to be training their students in strategies
more than males: memory strategies (means
3.95, 3.48; Wald chi sq.=4.35, p=.037) and
dictionary use strategies (means 4.39, 2.98;
Wald chi sq.=18.81, p<.001).

There was just one instance of a belief
differing significantly by educational level.
Perhaps not surprisingly, teachers thought
that training in use of dictionaries should be
provided more at intermediate level (mean
4.75) than at secondary level (4.31) (Wald

chi sq.=4.35, p=.037). Such training can be
done as soon as learners start needing to use
dictionaries and then need not be repeated at
higher levels.

4.2.6. Theme F: Vocabulary assessment

Out of the six issues which we asked
about, Table 8 shows that teachers only
agreed significantly positively that giving
weekly vocabulary tests should occur (mean
4.09). They are reported as implementing
this however significantly less (3.15) (Wald
chi sq.=14.25, p<.001), and the difference
was particularly marked at secondary level
(belief 4.19, occurrence 2.70).
teachers in general believed more strongly in

Experienced

short weekly vocabulary tests (4.50) than less
experienced ones (3.75) however (Wald chi
$q.=6.66, p=.010), perhaps having discovered
how hard it is for learners to retain new
vocabulary without some external motivation
of this sort being applied.

Table 8. Differences between belief and practice: Vocabulary assessment (Asterisk
= significant difference between belief and practice; n = agreement does not differ

significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher| Mean left_ar_enc_e
. : reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief Lo
occur-rence |belief higher)
= Vocabulary mistakes are_less important than grammar 231 3.01n -0.70%
mistakes
F Test vocabulary knowledge using translation 3.31n 3.75 -0.44*
= Test vocabulary knowled.ge 1ntegr.atlvely, as part of assessing 3.69n 370 -0.01
reading, writing etc.
F Test vocabulary knowledge using multiple choice items 3.78n 3.65 0.13
= Test knowledge of voc.abulary as a-separate component in 3.53n 3.21n 0.32
major examinations
F Give short tests of vocabulary every week in class 4.09 3.15n 0.94*
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Table 7. Differences between belief and practice: Training students in vocabulary
strategies (Asterisk = significant difference between belief and practice; n = agreement

does not differ significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |Mean teacher Mean left_ar_encE
. : reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
Make students aware of how many words they need to learn
E and where they can find lists of them 3.91n 3.46 045
£ Train students to keep notes of new words and go over them 459 3.98 0.61%
regularly
E Encourage students to seek opportunltles outside class to 469 407 0.62%
meet and use new English vocabulary
E Train students in guessing the meaning of unknown words in 450 385 0.65*
reading or listening
E Train students in self-memory techniques/ strategies 4.56 3.72 0.84*
E Train students to use dictionaries 4.56 3.69n 0.87*
E Train students in expressing meaning when lacking a word in 459 369 0.90*%
production
E Show students useful websites for self-learning 4,75 3.51 1.24*

Of the seven learner training items which
showed significant discrepancies between
teacher beliefs and student reported occurrence,
by far the greatest (difference 1.24) was for
telling students about useful websites for
vocabulary self learning and practice (belief
4.75, ranked first; occurrence 3.51, ranked 28;
Wald chi sq.=27.58, p<.001). Teacher belief
in this was in fact the top ranked belief in the
entire questionnaire data, and is consistent
with their endorsement of the general role of
technology under theme A. However, clearly
here teachers were not following up on their
beliefs, whether due to their own lack of
knowledge of suitable websites, lack of time,
or indeed lack of student access to computers
in school for teachers to demonstrate on.

Also high was the overall difference of .9
between belief and reported occurrence for
training students in how to cope in production
when lacking words (belief 4.59, occurrence
3.69; Wald chi sq.=16.08, p<.001); indeed,
for secondary school male teachers the
difference was exceptionally high (belief
4.75, occurrence 3.31, difference 1.44). The
next largest discrepancies were for training in
dictionary use (belief 4.56, occurrence 3.69;
Wald chi sq.=24.73, p<.001), and in memory
strategies (belief 4.56, occurrence 3.72; Wald
chi sq.=18.82, p<.001). As with theme D, we
may speculate that practical considerations
of time and / or lack of coverage in the
textbook prevented or discouraged teachers
from implementing many kinds of training
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Table 6. Differences between belief and practice: Practising vocabulary in class
(Asterisk = significant difference between belief and practice; n = agreement does not

differ significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher ——— left_er_encie
. . reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
D Ensure words recur not only in the lesson where they are 444 401 0.43%
introduced, but also later
D Set homework where student needs to recognise or use the 431 385 0.46*
new words again
D Do follow up exeru_ses/games where students need to 459 413 0.46*
recognise or use new words
D Make students repeat new words a lot in class 441 3.83 0.58*
D Use genuinely communicative practising activities 4.47 3.87 0.60*
D Ensure new words recur in work in all the four skills 4.63 4.00 0.63*

For several of the types of practising
supported by slightly lower rates of belief, the
students reported gender differences in their
implementation. Repetition was reported used
in practice more by female than male secondary
level teachers (means 4.16, 3.19; Wald chi
$q.=5.02, p=.025). Long term recycling was
implemented more by intermediate females
than secondary level females (means 4.28,
3.75; Wald chi sq.=7.00, p=.008). There was
an overall greater reported use of genuinely
communicative tasks by female teachers than
by males (means 4.16, 3.58; Wald chi sq.=6.74,
p=.009). The greater use by females could be
due to their own greater preference for these
strategies as learners (Oxford, 1990).

4.2.5. Theme E: Training students in
vocabulary strategies

As Table 7 shows, there was strong belief in
all the forms of learner training we asked about
bar one, consistent with the relatively low rating

under theme A of the general idea that teacher
and textbook are more important than learner
independent learning (3.34). Both recognise
the value of learner autonomy (Thornbury,
2002: 144). Such consistencies also support the
reliability of the questionnaire responses.

All except one item also showed significantly
higher belief ratings than ratings for reported use,
however. The one exception concerned making
students aware of how many words to learn and
where to find lists of them, where belief was not
significantly positive (greater than 3) and did not
differ significantly from reported occurrence (3.91
versus 3.46). Possibly teachers thought training
here to be unnecessary as the prescribed textbook
provided the major part of such information in
any case. Training in this strategy was however
reported as occurring more at intermediate level
(3.66) than at secondary level (3.27) (Wald chi
sq.=5.21, p=.023), suggesting perhaps that teachers
felt that by secondary level the students no longer
needed teacher intervention in this respect.
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however. Regardless of gender, beliefs in the
value of explaining word meaning in English
outstripped reported occurrence (belief 4.61,
use 3.78) (Wald chi sq.=12.49, p<.001). The
same pattern was seen also for explaining
with pictures (belief 4.34, use 3.56) (Wald
chi sq.=11.33, p=.001), and explaining
through use of context (belief 4.63, use
4.13) (Wald chi sq.=10.66, p=.001). This
seems to again show that teacher perception
of what they should be doing is not fully
carried into practice, possibly due to the
low student English proficiency and student
expectations.

There were several significant differences
between educational levels in reported
incidence of actual use of some methods
of meaning presentation. Use of Arabic to
explain meaning was reported as higher at
intermediate level (4.19) than secondary
(3.80) (Wald chi sq.=6.43, p=.001).
Similarly, pictures were reported used more
at intermediate level (3.83) than at secondary
level (3.28) (Wald chi sq.=6.01, p=.014). This
matches the finding of Hedrick et al. (2004)
that reliance on visuals was less at the higher
educational level.

Turning to presentation of pronunciation,
the teacher personally modelling

highly

endorsed, with no significant difference

pronunciation  was  relatively
between belief and practice. The ideas of
presenting pronunciation in other ways such

as using native speaker recordings or IPA

Arabic letters are not endorsed as beliefs
significantly above the midpoint or the rating
scale. Furthermore, modelling by an NS on
an audio device showed a simple overall
discrepancy between belief in its value
(4.03), and reported use of it (3.48) (Wald chi
$q.=5.06, p=.025). This could be due to lack
of technology to enable this, or to a feeling
that NS speech was too hard to understand for
students at this level. With respect to reported
occurrence of the methods however, use of
an NS model was reported more by females
(3.83) than males (3.13) (Wald chi sq.=10.34,
p=.001).

4.2.4. Theme D: Practising English vocabulary
in class

Practising is widely seen as crucial to
combat forgetting of vocabulary (Nation,
2008) and indeed the teachers exhibited strong
beliefs (>4.3) in all items in this category
regardless of gender, or level (Table 6). Belief
in all items was above the median, which
seems to be inconsistent with Hassankiadeh
et al. (2012) who found few teachers in
their Iranian context endorsing repetition,
for example. Reported practices for all six
types of practising were significantly lower
(>3.8), however, though always significantly
positive (above the mid rating of 3). Possibly
this could be a sign of practical constraints,
such as lack of sufficient time for practising in
scheduled classes, preventing teachers from

fully implementing their beliefs.
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Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher e lefe':r.encE
. - reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
c Show pronunciation of new words using the International 3.79n 3.50n 0.92
Phonetic Alphabet
C Say aloud pronunciation of new words 4.28 401 0.27
C Explain meaning of new words using the context where the 463 413 0.50%
word was met or might be met
c Model the pronunciation of new WO?dS by a native speaker on, 4.03n 3.48n 0.55*
an audio device
C Explain meaning of new words using English 441 3.78 0.63*
c Explain meaning of new W(z)rt()ijse gtssmg pictures, miming or real 434 355 0.79%

As Table 5 shows, beliefin use of Arabic in
explaining meaning was significantly below
the midpoint of the agreement scale, and
considerably lower than the item concerning
the general importance of Arabic under
theme A. This suggests that the teachers
have absorbed from some source a view that
L1 should be avoided, even though experts
these days do not by any means preach that
L1 should be totally banned in this role (e.g.
Nation, 2008; Thornbury, 2002). The item
about explaining meaning in Arabic is also a
remarkable one in that it is one of only three
instances in the data where there reported
use (3.99, rank 10) was significantly higher
(rather than lower) than teacher belief (2.81,
rank 37) (Wald chi sq.=28.33, p<.001). This
discrepancy was particularly marked for the
females (belief 2.44. reported use 4.14). Thus
clearly teachers are continuing a practice

which they do not really endorse. There

could be many reasons for this, including
perhaps a feeling that the students would not
be able to cope with alternative means of
explanation, or in any case expect to be given
L1 translations.

Consistently with the above, explaining
meaning through English or pictures or
context were relatively highly endorsed by
the teachers as beliefs. Notably male teachers
believed more in the use of Arabic to explain
meaning (3.19) than did females (2.44) (Wald
chi sq.=4.33, p=.037). Conversely, as might
be expected, females believed more strongly
in explaining meaning in English than males,
but only at intermediate level (means 4.88,
4.00): belief was the same for the genders at
secondary level (4.38) (Wald chi sq.=4.00,
p=.045).

Allthreeitemsconcerningthe presentation
of meaning other than through Arabic showed
significantly higher beliefs than practices,
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Table 4. Differences between belief and practice: What vocabulary information to teach
(Asterisk = significant difference between belief and practice; n = agreement does not differ
significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher Mean lefe_zr_encE
. : reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
Primarily teach the vocabulary which is in the textbook 3.19n 3.38n -0.19
Teach students to understand and use vocabulary accurately 394 379 0.15
rather than fluently
Teach more about a word than ]us‘_[ its spelling, pronunciation 428 4.00 0.28*
and meaning
Make students aware that, in order to be ready for the
Preliminary year, leading to a BA taught through the medium 4.09 3.53n 0.56*
of English in KSA, they need to know more than 5000 words
B Teach common phrases and sequences of words 4,72 3.84 0.88*

Teachers also endorsed the belief that more
than spelling, pronunciation and meaning
should be taught (4.28). This again is an
area receiving much attention in vocabulary
teaching research these days (e.g. the need
to learn a word’s grammatical and lexical
collocation: Lewis, 2000) so suggests the
teachers are keeping up with such views.
However, again this was not matched by
significantly lower student reports of their
(4.00) (Wald chi sq.=4.82,
p=.028), perhaps for similar reasons to above.

experiences

The female secondary teachers were an
exception, however, with beliefs which fell
short of what they were reported doing.
Teachers also endorsed the idea that
students should be informed of the extent
of vocabulary that they really should learn
for future needs (Laufer and Ravenhorst-
Kalovski, 2010) significantly more than they

apparently actually did this.

4.2.3.Theme C: Presenting English word
meaning and pronunciation

Table 5. Differences between belief and practice: How to present meaning and
pronunciation (Asterisk = significant difference between belief and practice; n =
agreement does not differ significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher S left_er_encE
. - reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
C Explain the meaning of new words using Arabic 2.81 3.99 -1.18*
c Use some form of transc.rlptlon using Arabic letters to show 297n 312 015
pronunciation of new words
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view of the greater affinity of males with
new technology, in fact the female belief is
not by any means low in terms of the rating
scale. From the students, the importance of
technology was reported as more evident
in practices at secondary level (4.38) than
intermediate (4.08) (Wald chi sq.=5.77,
p=.016). This is explicable from the fact that
students at secondary level themselves own
and access more electronic devices than the

intermediate ones, and that secondary teachers

feel more confident presenting material via
for instance power point presentation from
their own laptops, as the researcher noticed
some teachers do.

Under this theme itis also notable that belief
and practice with respect to the importance
of Arabic in vocabulary teaching does not
differ significantly, though reported practice
is descriptively a little higher. There is thus a
slight suggestion that teachers employ Arabic
more than they believe they should.

Table 3. Differences between belief and practice: Overall issues (Asterisk = significant difference

between belief and practice; n = agreement does not differ significantly from non-agreement).

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which teacher |[Mean teacher Mean lefe_zr_encE
. : reported (positive =
believes should occur / students report does occur belief P
occur-rence |belief higher)
A Arabic is important in vocabulary teaching 3.91 4.04 -0.13
A Teach Voc_abu!ary 1n01denta11y_rather than 3.38n 3.38n 0.00
give it separate attention
A Teacher and text_book are more |m_portant than learner 3.34n 3.96n 0.08
independent learning
A Vocabulary tests/exams impact on teaching 3.94 3.75 0.19
A Importance of new technology 4.59 4.23 0.36*

4.2.2. Theme B: What English vocabulary
information to teach

In this category just one belief emerged
very high, ranked second overall for strength
of belief, which is the idea that phrases and
common sequences should be taught, not
just single words (4.72). As Table 4 shows

however, this belief was not matched by

significantly lower student reports of what
they experienced in lessons (3.84) (Wald chi
sq.=23.74, p<.001). A possible explanation
could be the exigencies of the timetable and
the requirement to follow the textbook, which
typically presents words in reading texts or
decontextualized sentences or in isolation, but
not in the form of common phrases.
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4.2. RQ2 and RQ3: Differences between
beliefs and practices, and their explanations

Moving now to RQs 2 and 3, we look in
more detail at each vocabulary teaching theme
in our study, focusing on the differences
between beliefs and practices, and what might
explain them, including gender, level and
experience factors. We recall that all ratings
were on a 15- agreement scale.

Belief in items of themes D (practising)
and E (learner training) was generally high
(mean for the whole theme respectively 4.47
and 4.61). Both these areas are considered
crucial these days so this signals that the
teachers are aware of current thinking.
Beliefs in items of theme F (assessment) were
generally low (mean 3.45). Items of themes
A, B, C, are more scattered and those three
themes as wholes have similar belief means,
respectively 3.83, 4.02 and 3.90.

There were however significant overall
discrepancies between beliefs and practices
on the majority of vocabulary teaching
matters asked about: 25 out of 38 (i.e. 65.8%).
This is far more than the number reported, for
example, by Bamanger and Gashan (2014)
in the same context as ours. Furthermore,
out of the 25 instances where there was an
overall significant difference between belief
and practice, only three showed beliefs lower
than reported occurrence, and the remaining
22 (88%) all showed belief in the value of the
target feature stronger than its reported use.

There is in addition a general pattern that
reported practice fell short of belief most were
belief was high (especially on themes D and

E), and practice exceeded belief where belief
was lowest (especially two items in theme F,
and the item in C concerning the use of Arabic
to explain meaning): Pearson correlation
between belief and difference between belief
and practice=.835, p<.001. This might suggest
that teachers held more extreme beliefs (at both
high and low extremes) than were reflected in
their actual teaching, though we cannot rule
out that the students may have simply been
more reluctant than teachers to use the full
range of the rating scale. For this reason, it
is also valuable to look at the rank orderings
of the beliefs and practices for the aspects of
teaching we covered, regardless of detailed

sizes of mean rating, as we did in 4.1.

4.2.1. Theme A: Overall basic issues in
vocabulary teaching

As we saw in 4.1, the belief that technology
is important in vocabulary teaching (4.59)
is very strongly endorsed by the teachers,
testifying to their up to date perspective. As
Table 3 shows, however, this was reflected
significantly less in the learners> report of
teacher practices, as a mean rating (4.23)
(Wald chi sq.=5.51, p=.019), even though
this was in fact the highest ranked item in the
learner responses. The shortfall could be due
to a shortage of new technology resources
in the schools and lack of relevant expertise
among the teachers. Furthermore, technology
was seen as more important by male teachers
(4.81) than female ones (4.38) (Wald chi
$q.=5.47, p=.019). Although at first this might
seem to confirm an often held stereotypical
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Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which
teacher believes should occur

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which
students report as occurring in practice

22

Make students aware that, in order to be ready
for the Preliminary year, leading to a BA taught
through the medium of English in KSA, they
need to know more than 5000 words

Test vocabulary knowledge integratively, as part
of assessing reading, writing etc., not separately

23

Model the pronunciation of new words by a
native speaker on an audio device

Train students in expressing meaning when
lacking a word in production

24

A | Vocabulary tests/exams impact on teaching

Train students to use dictionaries

25

Teach students to understand and use vocabulary
accurately rather than fluently

Test vocabulary knowledge using multiple
choice items

Make students aware of how many words they

Explain meaning of new words using pictures,

26 need to learn and where they can find lists of them miming or real objects
Make students aware that, in order to be ready
27 | A Arabic is important in vocabulary teaching for the Preliminary year, leading to a BA taught

through the medium of English in KSA, they
need to know more than 5000 words

28

Test vocabulary knowledge using multiple
choice items

Show students useful websites for self-learning

29

Show pronunciation of new words using the
International Phonetic Alphabet

Show pronunciation of new words using the
International Phonetic Alphabet

30

Test vocabulary knowledge integratively, as part
of assessing reading, writing etc., not separately

Model the pronunciation of new words by a
native speaker on an audio device

31

Test knowledge of vocabulary as a separate
component in major examinations

Make students aware of how many words they
need to learn and where they can find lists of them

Teach vocabulary incidentally rather than give it

Teach vocabulary incidentally rather than give it

321 A separate attention A separate attention

3|A Teacher and textbook are more important than Primarily teach the vocabulary which is in the
learner independent learning textbook

34 Test vocabulary knowledge using translation | A Teacher and textbook are more important than

learner independent learning

35

Primarily teach the vocabulary which is in the
textbook

Test knowledge of vocabulary as a separate
component in major examinations

36

Use some form of transcription using Arabic
letters to show pronunciation of new words

Give short tests of vocabulary every week in
class

37

Explain the meaning of new words using Arabic

Use some form of transcription using Arabic
letters to show pronunciation of new words

38

Vocabulary mistakes are less important than
grammar mistakes

Vocabulary mistakes are less important than
grammar mistakes
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Table 2. Rankings of 38 beliefs and practices from most to least endorsed.

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which
teacher believes should occur

Aspect of English vocabulary teaching which

students report as occurring in practice

1 Show students useful websites for self-learning | A Importance of new technology
2 Teach common phrases and sequences of words | C Explain meaning of new words using the context
where the word was met or might be met
3 Encourage students to seek opportunities outside D Do follow up exercises/games where students
class to meet and use new English vocabulary need to recognise or use new words
4 Explain meaning of new words using the context E Encourage students to seek opportunities outside
where the word was met or might be met class to meet and use new English vocabulary
5 Ensure new words recur in work in all the four skillsf A |  Arabic is important in vocabulary teaching
Ensure words recur not only in the lesson where
6 1A Importance of new technology D they are introduced, but also later
Train students in expressing meaning when _
7 - . . C Say aloud pronunciation of new words
lacking a word in production
8 Train students to keep notes of new words and D |Ensure new words recur in work in all the four skills
go over them regularly
9 Do follow up exercises/games where students B Teach more about a word than just its spelling,
need to recognise or use new words pronunciation and meaning
10 Train students to use dictionaries C |Explain the meaning of new words using Arabic
1 Train students in self-memory techniques/ £ Train students to keep notes of new words and
strategies go over them regularly
12 Train students in guessing the meaning of D Use genuinely communicative practising
unknown words in reading or listening activities
13 Use genuinely communicative practising E Train students in guessing the meaning of
activities unknown words in reading or listening
14 Ensure words recur not only in the lesson where D Set homework where student needs to recognise
they are introduced, but also later or use the new words again
15 Make students repeat new words a lot in class | B | Teach common phrases and sequences of words
16 Explain meaning of new words using English | D | Make students repeat new words a lot in class
17 Explain meaning of new words using pictures, B Teach students to understand and use vocabulary
miming or real objects accurately rather than fluently
18 Set homework where student needs _to recognise| Explain meaning of new words using English
or use the new words again
19 Say aloud pronunciation of new words A | Vocabulary tests/exams impact on teaching
20 Teach more about_a Word than JuSF its spelling, F | Test vocabulary knowledge using 2 1translation
pronunciation and meaning
21 *Give short tests of vocabulary every week in E Tr22ain students in self-memory techn23iques/

class

strategies
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This is followed by low ranked belief and
use of some form of transcription using Arabic
letters to show pronunciation of new words
(mean rank 36.5). This practice is indeed
not much used and not specially endorsed
by experts. Also low in belief and use is
showing pronunciation of new words using
the International Phonetic Alphabet (29).
This would gain more approval by experts,
but only subject to the students being properly
taught what the values of the IPA symbols are.

Two other similar items with joint low ratings
are ones that many experts would also disagree
with: primarily teaching the vocabulary which
is in the textbook (33.5), and treating the teacher
and textbook as more important than learner
independently learning (33.5). Rejection of both
of these is regarded as the key to building the
extensive vocabulary that learners need through
as broad exposure to the language as possible,
both inside and outside the classroom, which
is best achieved through learner autonomy
(Nation, 2008; Krashen, 1989). Finally there
are two disfavoured assertions where experts are
more divided: testing knowledge of vocabulary
as a separate component in major examinations
(33), and teaching vocabulary incidentally
rather than giving it separate attention (32).
While our teachers are clearly uncertain in
that they tend to disfavour separate testing of
vocabulary but favour separate teaching of it,
experts also differ on these issues between the
views of someone like Nation (2008) who, at the
level of vocabulary ability of the students in this
study, would favour separate attention to it, and
communicative or task-based teaching experts
who would favour the opposite (e.g. Willis,

1996).

While there is no space here to go into the
rank position of all 38 assertions, we can see
that our teachers are relatively highly endorsing,
both as belief and practice, many assertions that
are standard beliefs among experts. At the low
end they in some instances reflect uncertainty
that exists also among experts. However, even
among the instances we have discussed there
are some where the difference in rank position
is quite high (e.g. teaching common phrases
and sequences of words is endorsed 13 places
higher as a belief than as a practice). There
are others, such as showing students useful
websites for self-learning, where the difference
is as great as 27 places.

Indeed, the overall Spearman correlation
between the two rank orders of the vocabulary
teaching points, as beliefs and practices, is
positive but only moderate (.574, p<.001).
This shows that there is some tendency for
vocabulary teaching matters that are more
strongly believed in to be relatively more
prominentin the teacher)s classroom practices,
but the match is by no means perfect. This
is also considerably more modest than the
correlation of .813 obtained by Bamanger and
Gashan (2014) for teaching reading strategies
in the same context, as reported in 1.1.
Apart from the fact that the area of teaching
concerned is not the same, one reason could
be the possibly biased estimate of practices in
Bamanger and Gashan due to their relying on
the teachers themselves to report it.

We therefore turn our attention next to the
differences in more detail, using the actual
ratings rather than just rank positions as a guide.
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assesses whether significantly more participants
responded to an item with the rating 4 or 5 (i.e.
some degree of agreement) than with ratings 3,
2 or 1. For all the group comparisons we used
the ordinal option within the Generalized Linear
Model in SPSS, which allowed us to perform the
required inferential comparisons. Responses to
the open items were few. We simply report those
of interest verbatim in the account below.

4. Results
4.1RQ1:Themostandleastendorsedbeliefs

and practices, and their correspondence with

expert opinion about vocabulary teaching

In order to assist us in answering RQI,
Table 2 lists the items of the questionnaire
from most agreed with to least agreed with:
first for all the teachers, reporting on what
they believed should occur, and then for all
the students, reporting on what they said their
teachers actually do in practice. This allows
us to identify those aspects of teaching where
belief and practice are both relatively high
or both relatively low, and assess these in
relation to the literature.

First, if we inspect the top places in the
rank order for beliefs and for practices,
it emerges that the teaching activity most
endorsed both as a belief and as a practice is
explaining meaning of new words using the
context where the word was met or might be
met (mean rank 3.25). This is a reassuring
finding since this practice has been widely
encouraged for many years by vocabulary
teaching experts (e.g. Thornbury, 2002: 93).

This is closely followed by encouraging

students to seek opportunities outside class to
meet and use new English vocabulary (mean
rank 3.5). Again most experts would agree
with this as the key to vocabulary growth,
including famously Krashen with his concept
of comprehensible input (1989).

Next comes recognizing the importance
of new technology (mean rank 4.25). Often
use of technology impacts on practice of
new vocabulary, after it has been introduced,
and our teachers also seem to be aware of,
and implement, other ideas common in the
literature about the importance or repetition
and recycling for remembering words (theme
D): doing follow up exercises/games where
students need to recognise or use new words
is quite high (4.75), as is ensuring new words
recur in work in all the four skills (6.25), and
ensuring words recur not only in the lesson
where they are introduced, but also later (10).

Also jointly quite high are teaching common
phrases and sequences of words (8.5) which
has come to the fore in expert favour in recent
years (Nattinger and DeCarrico, 2002), and
Is a natural concomitant of teaching words
in context. Finally, a traditional self-learning
strategy (theme E) is also well supported: train
students to keep notes of new words and go
over them regularly (9.25).

By contrast at the bottom end of the rank scale
the least agreed point both as belief and practice is
clearly that vocabulary mistakes are less important
than grammar mistakes (mean rank 38). This again
is a strongly held view among experts, ever since
Wilkinsy (1972) famous assertion of the importance

of vocabulary above grammar for communication.
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reviewed above, AlGhamdi and

(2013),
standard books on vocabulary teaching such
as Gairns and Redman (1986), Thornbury
(2002), and Nation (2008). In order to ensure
validity, the items were checked and revised
with an independent expert in vocabulary
learning/teaching.

After some initial background information
items, 38 vocabulary teaching-related items
were presented, organised in 6 categories A-F.
All items were presented as statements to be
agreed with or not on a five-point scale (1-
5), with additional spaces afforded for open
response. For the teachers each statement was
worded as a belief about what should happen
in vocabulary teaching (Basturkmen et al.,
2004: 244), while for the students the wording
referred to their impression/experience of
what actually does happen in class.

The six key themes were:

A. The overall nature of vocabulary teaching
(including the roles of teacher and learner,
textbook, exams, new technology).5 items.

B. Vocabulary items and types of vocabulary
knowledge to be taught. 5 items.

C. Means of presentation of meaning and
pronunciation of new vocabulary items.
8 items.

D. Ways of practising new vocabulary items.
6 items.

E. Training of learners in vocabulary strategies
to use independently/ autonomously. 8
items.

F. Types of assessment of vocabulary
knowledge. 6 items.

Vocabulary assessment was included since

we understand that in the school context in
KSA most of the English assessment, both
formal and informal, is in fact conducted
by the teachers rather than an independent
examining board. Furthermore it is widely
accepted that how a teacher teaches is heavily
influenced by the type of assessment that is
expected to be used later (Hughes, 1989).

3.3 Procedure

All instruments were administered and
responded to in Arabic to ensure that language
problems did not negatively influence the
validity of the information collected. Student
questionnaires were administered in class time

by the participating teachers and the researcher.

3.4 Data analysis

The questionnaire data was primarily analyzed
quantitatively, primarily to compare between the
teacher and student responses concerning the
same set of 38 aspects of vocabulary teaching,
so as to ascertain where teacher practices and
beliefs did not match. We also paid attention to
any differences between genders or educational
levels, and for the teachers, between amounts of
experience. Since responses were recorded on
agreement rating scales, this data was ordinal
rather than interval and widely failed to be
normally distributed (based on the Kolmogorov-
Smirnov one sample test), making it unsuitable
for ANOVA. For description we therefore use
rank order and Spearman correlation statistics,
while for judging whether responses were
significantly different from the midpoint rating
(3) we used the nonparametric sign test which
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deeply the English vocabulary teaching that
occurs, and add to the burgeoning literature on

why beliefs and practices may diverge.

2.1 The Research Questions

1. What beliefs and practices related to
vocabulary teaching are relatively most
and least endorsed by Saudi intermediate
and secondary level English teachers? Do
their choices accord with the pedagogical
wisdom to be found in the literature?

2. In what areas of vocabulary teaching
is the belief which Saudi teachers of
English hold reflected best or least in
the degree to which they implement
each aspect in their actual practices?

3. Do educational level taught, or gender,
or amount of teaching experience of the

teacher play any role in the above?

3. Method

3.1 Participants

There were two groups of participants:
teachers reporting their beliefs and students
reporting the practices which they encountered.
All participants came from the male and female
sections of four different regular state schools
in Riyadh, the capital of KSA. All were Saudis
who had not experienced extensive contact
with English through residence outside KSA.
Although chosen on a convenience basis, these
teachers and learners in these schools may be
regarded as typical of KSA school teachers and
learners of the Riyadh region of KSA.

32 teachers participated in the teacher

questionnaire, themselves products of the Saudi

educational system. Gender and educational level
taught (intermediate grades 79- vs secondary
grades 1012-) were systematically sampled
to provide 8 teachers for each combination of
gender with level. We were not able to entirely
control for teaching experience, however, in
that only one female intermediate level teacher
had 10+ years of experience compared with 5
male intermediate teachers, 4 male secondary
teachers and 6 female secondary teachers (Table
1). This must be borne in mind when interpreting
the results.

Table 1. Description of teacher participants

Teacher years of
Educational| Gender of experience
level taught | teacher and Total
by teacher | students [Less than| 10 years
10 years | or more
Intermediate Male 3 5 8
Female 7 1 8
Secondary Male 4 4 8
Female 2 6 8

For the student questionnaire, from the classes
of each teacher, four representative students
were randomly selected by the teacher, making
128 learners. Note that in this study, due to the
gender segregated nature of the KSA educational
system, female students had only female teachers

and male students only male teachers.

3.2 Questionnaires
Much of the detailed content of our

questionnaire items comes from the articles
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imagined practice some of their beliefs was
however uncovered.

Gao and Ma (2011) deal with pre-service
and in-service teachers’ beliefs but not practices
in Hong Kong and mainland China, mostly
from secondary level, which covers both
intermediate and secondary in the KSA system.
We have exploited the seven categories of
beliefs about vocabulary teaching they refer to.
They found differences in beliefs dependent on
the teacher’s level of experience which we also
are exploring.

Niu and Andrews (2012) conducted an
in depth qualitative study of four teachers in
mainland China which was able to compare
their vocabulary teaching beliefs with their
observed practices directly. They found some
agreement between beliefsand practicesinareas
such as use of L1, and teaching vocabulary in
communication, which they explained with the
statement «the institutional culture might have
mediated the teachers’ pedagogical practices
and hence their beliefs about vocabulary
instruction, creating the consistencies between
them» (149), which might apply in our context
also. Some mismatches were also found,
however, in areas such as guessing word
meaning and self-study.

Nearer home, we have not found studies
exactly like ours. Perhaps the closest is
Bamanger and Gashan (2014) which is however
concerned with the teaching of EFL reading
strategies rather than vocabulary. This aside,
they targeted intermediate and secondary school
teachers in Riyadh, just as we do, and attempted
to assess similarities and differences between

teacher beliefs and practices, both accessed
through questionnaire items. While they did not
statistically analyse the differences in ratings,
they do report the correlation between the belief
ratings and the practices ratings, finding a strong
positive correlation between the two (.813).
We may however be a little suspicious of this
finding given that the teachers themselves were
reporting both on their beliefs and their practices,
with respect to their teaching of same set of
reading strategies. Clearly the study would be
more valid if it gathered independent evidence
of teacher beliefs and of teacher practices. This
we will achieve by asking the students, not the
teachers, about what the teachers actually do
(their practices).

Overall, from the above review we can
see that no studies have compared in-service
teacher beliefs and practices for vocabulary
teaching at school level in our context, and
indeed few studies have done this convincingly
in any context. Hence we believe our study to

be timely.

2. Aim

We propose therefore to compare the beliefs
about English vocabulary teaching held by KSA
state school teachers of different genders, at
intermediate and secondary level (i.e. the levels
just before students leave school), with their
actual vocabulary teaching practices as reported
by their students. From finding out where the
mismatches with practices are, and looking at
possible reasons for beliefs and mismatches,
and comparing with what the literature regards

as ‘good practice’, we aim to understand more
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comprehension, 98% of the running words
need to be known, which entails a vocabulary
size of 8000 to 9000 word families, plus
knowledge of the proper nouns in the texts.
Yet with respect to vocabulary, Al-Masrai and
Milton (2012) show that even Saudi English
majors exhibit knowledge of, on average,
only between 1650 and 3000 English words
in the first year of university, compared with
the 5000 minimal target.

For EFL learners in school, vocabulary is
also seen by the learners themselves as the
greatest obstacle in learning languages and
often a source of demotivation if not taught
or learned effectively (Hu, 2011; Alyami,
2011, 2006). This again places considerable
demands on schools to deliver more effective
English vocabulary teaching. For all these
reasons, then, a focus on teacher cognition in
relation to vocabulary teaching practices in

schools is particularly justified.

1.1. Literature review of previous studies
of teacher beliefs about English vocabulary
teaching

There is a developed literature on beliefs and
practices in relation to the teaching of grammar
in a number of contexts (Borg, 2003). Recently
this has begun to be extended to KSA (Alghanmi
and Shukri, 2016, focusing on EFL university
teachers in Jeddah). Studies focused on teacher
beliefs and practices concerning vocabulary are
much harder to find, and in our context while
there have been studies of vocabulary teaching
practices in Saudi schools (e.g. Al-Akloby,
2001), there is a dearth of studies which engage

with the corresponding teacher beliefs. This
represents a gap which we wish to fill.

Hedrick etal. (2004) inan L1 USA context
(social studies classes grades 48-) found
teacher reliance on the teacher’s book for their
vocabulary practices was less in middle school
(equivalent to intermediate in KSA) than
below; their reliance on definition, example
sentences and dictionaries for explaining
word meaning was greater in middle school
and their reliance on visuals less. The study
however obtained information on practices
only from teachers> own self-reports, and
beliefs were obtained only about vocabulary
learning not teaching: hence a straightforward
comparison of beliefs about teaching with
teaching practices was impossible.

Hassankiadeh et al. (2012), studying Iranian
junior high students and teachers, used a
questionnaire whose title claimed it concerned
teacher beliefs about teaching vocabulary, but
on inspection contained many items about
matters such as: how useful it was to remember
common affixes, or to paraphrase a word to
remember it, or to keep a vocabulary notebook.
That is, the items were all worded from the
point of view of what the learner should do
rather than what the teacher should teach. While
this means we cannot exploit the findings of this
study, we are cautioned to make sure that our
questions are worded squarely about teaching.
Macalister (2012) on the other hand did study
Malaysian teacher trainees’ beliefs about
vocabulary teaching but only in relation to their
imagined future practices in an upper primary

class. Some failure of the trainees to carry into
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1. Introduction

Teacher cognition, including teacher beliefs,
has in recent years come to be regarded as a
crucial topic in the field of English language
teaching. Described as ‘the unobservable
cognitivedimensionofteaching—whatteachers
know, believe and think’ (Borg, 2003:81), it is
seen as a topic much neglected in the past, when
teachers were sometimes regarded as more or
less automatic transmitters of pedagogy whose
nature was decided outside them by syllabus
designers, textbook writers, examiners and
teacher trainers. By contrast teachers are
now seen as active players (Freeman, 2002)
whose central role needs to be investigated,
and while what impacts directly on learners
is teachers’ practices, i.e. how they actually
teach, a key driver of this is recognized to be
their beliefs (Macalister, 2012). Erroneous
beliefs may result in ineffective practices
that do not conform to what research has
shown to be beneficial (Peacock, 2001).
Appropriate beliefs may, for whatever reason,
not materialize as practices (Macalister,
2012). If we are to understand and improve
the classroom experience of learners, this
interplay needs to be thoroughly investigated.
While this is a currently developing research
area, there remains relatively little work done
in the area of EFL vocabulary teaching and,
as we will review below, several existing
studies have major design flaws. Furthermore,
the common research focus on the beliefs-
practices correspondence (e.g. as reviewed
by Basturkmen, 2012) sometimes leads to

neglect of the important aspect of quality of

beliefs and practices, which we will address:
in the end, for the benefit of students learning
effectively, we surely need to tackle the thorny
issue of whether the beliefs and/or practices
are actually beneficial.

Alongside this, with the globalization of
English, it is becoming essential for school
leavers worldwide to have an adequate
command of the language, whether for travel,
employment or tertiary education purposes.
As a part of this, vocabulary is now widely
accepted as a major component to be learnt
and in EFL countries such as KSA, where
English is not a major feature of everyday
communication, this vocabulary has to be
largely taught at school, or its acquisition
out of class strongly supported from in
school, rather than left for learners to pick up
spontaneously out of class (Nation, 2008).

Furthermore, like KSA, a number of
countries are moving to increase English
medium tertiary provision (e.g. Bahrain,
Malaysia, Pakistan). This however places an
even greater burden on English teaching in
school if learners are to be equipped by school
leaving to read even non-specialist authentic
English texts without being overwhelmed by
meeting far too high a proportion of unfamiliar
words in the text. For instance, in a large scale
study involving 745 participants, Laufer and
Ravenhorst-Kalovski (2010) found that for
minimally adequate comprehension, prior
knowledge of 95% of the running words in
authentic academic texts is required, for
which knowledge of up to 5000 word families
is needed. For independent and optimal
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Abstract

Contributing to filling a gap in the literature, this
study investigates how teachers think English as a
foreign language vocabulary should be taught (at
two levels inschools in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA), and how, as reported by their students, they
in fact do teach it. We further explore how far these
beliefs and practices accord with accepted <good
practice> in the literature, and the extent of the
mismatch between them. An extensive statistical
analysis was undertaken of responses to 38 items
covering key features of vocabulary teaching in
questionnaires administered to 32 teachers and 128
students at intermediate and secondary level, both
male and female. The results show that teachers
entertain many beliefs that are consistent with
modern expert thinking about how vocabulary
teaching should be done, with the exception perhaps
of vocabulary assessment. In many instances,
however, their reported practice falls short of their
belief, though notably in the use of L1 Arabic the
reverse occurs. Interpretations are offered referring
to known features of the KSA teaching context
which might lead to these mismatches. Differences
based on gender and educational level, but rarely
on teaching experience, were also found. Finally,
implications are drawn for the stakeholders in the
context, which may be relevant in similar contexts
beyond KSA as well as for researchers in the
general field of teacher cognition.

Keywords: Teacher beliefs, practices, teacher
cognition, vocabulary teaching, EFL
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Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, prayers and peace be upon the envoy, mercy to the

worlds, our master Muhammad, his family and companions. After:

The Editorial Board of the Journal of Human and Administrative Sciences is pleased to
publish the Ytth issue of Y¢¥% AH. The editorial staff has been committed to improve the
scientific and editorial content of the topics in addition to upgrading the journal in terms of
editing, arbitration, documentation and output.

We hope that this magazine meets the aspirations of the researchers and those interested in
and seek God»s help to promote them better regionally and globally.

This issue includes five research varied in Arabic, in addition to an English research for
researchers which belong to various universities, including universities in Jeddah, Jizan,
Dammam, King Saud, Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University, and Majmaah. The
research dealt with a variety of topics included The Interpretant Structural Model for the
Correlated Relationships between some Psychological Variables and the Dimensions of the
Pattern Value among University Students, The Role of significance Fields and the Source of
Artistic Images in the Detection of Text Formation A stylistic reading in the Divan (Smell of Soil)
of the poet Ibrahim Muftah A Critical Approach, The Figurative Import Sign Indication (Dalalat
Al-Fahwa) of the Prohibition on Female Assuming the Great Imamate, Social entrepreneurship
Its concept, elements, and role in improving social welfare services and Family Functioning
and its Relation to Psychological Security (Study on a Sample of a Female Family Heads in
Riyadh).

I conclude by thanking the members of the editorial board for their successful efforts, and I
hope that the efforts and the forthcoming numbers will be in the level of readers’ expectations so
that this journal will achieve the desired goals and keep pace with the lofty level and objectives
pursued by the University. We also thank the researchers who chose the journal to publish their
research and to all their readers who follow it.

In conclusion, I would like to point out that the editorial board of the journal receives all the
comments it receives to study and benefit from them in order to achieve the development of the
journal and its progress.

May God help us all for the service of science.

Editor-in-Chief
Professor Mohammed Al-Shayea
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