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Course Specification

	Institution
Majma'a University


	College/Department  College of Education at Az-Zulfi


A Course Identification and General Information

	1.  Course title and code: Historical Linguistics ENG 414

	2.  Credit hours: 3 Hours

	3.  Program(s) in which the course is offered. 

(If general elective available in many programs indicate this rather than list programs)



	4.  Name of faculty member  responsible for the course: Dr. Muhammad Shahbaz


	5.  Level/year at which this course is offered: :   The 7th Level 

	6.  Pre-requisites for this course (if any)



	7.  Co-requisites for this course (if any)



	8.  Location if not on main campus: Al Zulfi



B  Objectives  
	1. Summary of the main learning outcomes for students enrolled in the course.

Historical linguistics, the study of how languages change over time, subsumes both the general study of language change and the history of specific languages and language families. The intellectual spectrum thus defined bridges part of the gap between linguistic theory and the areas traditionally known as “philology.”
Historical linguistics has five main concerns:

· to describe and account for observed changes in particular languages

· to reconstruct the pre-history of languages and determine their relatedness, grouping them into language families (comparative linguistics)

· to develop general theories about how and why language changes

· to describe the history of speech communities
· to study the history of words, i.e. etymology.

	2.  Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the course that are being implemented.  (eg increased use of IT or web based reference material,  changes in content as a result of new research in the field)


C.  Course Description  (Note:  General description in the form to be used for the Bulletin or Handbook should be attached)

	1 Topics to be Covered 



	List of Topics
	No of

Weeks
	Contacthours

	  Comparative linguistics
	1
	3

	 Etymology of English
	1
	3

	Historical Dialectology of English
	1
	3

	 Phonological History of English
	2
	6

	  Morphology of English through Time
	2
	6

	 Syntax Change in English
	2
	6

	Conservative, innovative, archaic 
	1
	3

	             Language families and languages
	2
	6


	2 Course components (total contact hours per semester): 



	Lecture: 
 36

	Tutorial:

 
	Laboratory

 
	Practical/Field work/Internship
	Other:


	3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. (This should be an average :for the semester not a specific requirement in each week)


	4. Development of Learning Outcomes in Domains of Learning  

For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:

For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:

· A brief summary of the knowledge or skill the course is intended to develop; 

· A description of the teaching strategies to be used in the course to develop that knowledge or  skill;

· The methods of student assessment to be used in the course to evaluate learning outcomes in the domain concerned. 

	a.  Knowledge  

	(i)  Description of the knowledge to be acquired

· The ability to acquire critical thinking skills.
· Knowledge of linguistic changes in English

· Detailed knowledge of Phonetic, Morphological, Syntactical and Semantic changes in English

· Knowledge about language change and the reasons behind these changes

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge

Power point presentations , cooperative work, pair work, Individual Work

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of knowledge acquired

Tests – quizzes- take- final exam

	b.  Cognitive Skills

	(i)  Description of cognitive skills to be developed

· Critical thinking
· The ability to understand linguistic changes

· The ability to perceive below the lines meaning



	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these cognitive skills

 Brain Storming, mutual interaction ,Power point presentations , cooperative work, pair's work

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students cognitive skills
  Tests – quizzes- take- final exam

	c. Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility 

	(i)  Description of the interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility to be developed 

  Taking care of authenticity while dealing with origins of languages/ respecting the linguistic influence of history. 

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills and abilities

  Power point presentations, cooperative work, pair work, individual work

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility

 Group Discussion, Presentations, Peer Judgement

	d.   Communication, Information Technology and Numerical Skills 

	(i) Description of the skills to be developed in this domain.                                                 Using email, twitter, internet connection to share some information

	(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

Using internet  during the lecture to check some linguistics changes and data. 

	(iii) Methods of assessment of students numerical and communication skills 
Judgement based on Technology integration within and out of class

	e.  Psychomotor Skills (if applicable)

	(i)  Description of the psychomotor skills to be developed and the level of performance required

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students psychomotor skills


	5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester



	Assessment 
	Assessment task (eg. essay, test, group project, examination etc.)
	Week due
	Proportion of Final Assessment

	1


	Quizzes
	
	5

	2

 
	Written mid-term
	
	25

	3


	Homework
	
	10

	4


	Written final term
	
	60


D. Student Support

	1. Arrangements  for  availability of teaching staff for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount of time teaching staff are expected to be available each week)




E Learning Resources

	1. Required Text(s)  


	2. Essential References
 Lyle Cambell. Historical Linguistics: An Introduction. MIT Press, 1999. 

	3- Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)

· Richard D. Janda and Brian D. Joseph (Eds), The Handbook of Historical Linguistics (Blackwell, 2004)



	4-.Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_linguistics


	5- Other learning material such as computer-based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations




F. Facilities Required

	Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (ie number of seats in classrooms and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

	1. Accommodation (Lecture rooms, laboratories, etc.)

Classes and Labs are both suitable to have such a course. However mainly lectures will be used with content based teaching



	2. Computing resources : an online connection would help check some linguistics roots 

	2. Other resources (specify --eg. If specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list) 

http://www.utexas.edu/courses/linguistics/resources/historical/
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~pires/211resources/historical.htm
http://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/dtal/courses/ugrad/p11_HistLing.html
http://guides.library.ubc.ca/historical_linguistics
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