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English Syllables
) |

2 Syllables E.g. 3 Syllables
foolish E.g. computer

[fuzhf/ /kompju:ta/

1 syllable 4 Syllables E.g.

E.g. am , application
/em/ /aeplakelfin/

Generally, we count the number of syllables by counting
the number of the vowels in the word



How we define a syllable and define its

structure:

What do we mean by syllable?

Phonetically

Phonologically




How we define a syllable and define its

structure:

Phonetic definition:

It consists of a centre which has little or no obstruction to the flow of air and which sounds
comparatively loud. Before and after the centre, there may be greater obstruction to the air flow
and also the sound may be less loud.

l.e. The centre of the syllable is mostly a VOWEL, and the beginning and end of the syllable may

be consonants.

Types of Syllables

e

Syllables that have
only a peak

Only a
vowel

E.g.
eye /al/

\

Open Syllables:
Syllables that have
an onset but no
termination

1 or more
consonants +
vowel

\

Closed Syllables:
Syllables that have a
termination but no
onset

Vowel + 1 or
more
consonants

Syllables that have
both onset and
termination

1 or more
consonants +
vowel + 1 or

more
consonants

E.g.
book /buk/




How we define a syllable and define its

structure:

Phonological definition:
The word can be found with a vowel, with 1 consonant, with 2 consonants, or with 3 consonants. It

can end with a vowel, with 1 consonant, with 2 consonants, with 3 consonants, or with 4

consonants.

The structure of an English syllable can be shown as:

(CCC) VvV (CCCC)

| @

Onset

Termination

Nucleus



How we define a syllable and define its

structure:

The various structures possible in a syllable are:

Vv | /ai/ CVCCC Tempt /tempt/

cv be /bi/ CVCCCC Texts /teksts/

CCV blue /blu:/ CCVC Gloom /glu:m/
ccev spray /sprel/ CCVCC Friend /frind/

VC am /em/ CCVCCC Friends /frindz/

VCC ant /eent/ CCVCCCC | Twelfths /twilfBs/
VCCC ants /a&nts/ CCCVC Stream /stri:m/
VCCCC | Very rare CCCVCC | Streets /stricts/

CVC oick /pik/ CCCVCCC | Splints /splints/
cvee | picks /piks/ CCCVELCC ' Very rare




Consonant clusters and their

pronunciation:

What do we mean by consonant cluster?
When two or more consonants occur either initially of finally in a syllable.

/splints/
-9

Consonant cluster Consonant cluster




First Case

Second Case

First Case

B 191sn|J |eniuj




First Case Second Case First Case Second case First Case




pue 3uiuuidaq
yioq 1e 4aisn|)




This is all for today

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK ©



