
,r*

Gourse Specifications

Course Title: Language and Diplomacy

Course Code: ENGL 423

Program: B.A English

Department: English

College: Science and Humanities in Rumah

Institution: Majmaah University

O* 'ifi* #d @ wvyw.et ec.gov.s a

!

.,'.rJeillg ,q*Irfl I p4g6i fi f r-
Eduralion & Trainlng Evaiuatron Commrssion

3lt'i rl^Oi<[o

"lt-F r+



Table of Contents
A. Course Identification........

G. Course Quality Evaluation

H. Specification Approval Data .........

l.Learning Resources ........................8

2. Facilities Required .......9

6. Mode of Instruction (mark all that apply) .......3

B. Course Objectives and Learrring Outcomes

1. Course Description .......................4

2. Course Main Objective.......... ........4

3. Course Learning Outcomes. ..........4

C. Course Content...

D. Teaching and Assessment

l. Alignment of Course Learning Outcomes with Teaching Strategies and Assessment
Methods... ........................6

2. Assessment Tasks for Students................ .......7

E. Student Academic Counseling and Support ...................... 8

F. Learning Resources and tr'acilities.. .............8

...6



1. Credit hours: 2

2. Course type
a. University f corl"g. ! Department I
b. n qr-i..a I xl -plective l_l

others !
3. LeveUyear at which this course is offered: Level g

4. Pre-requisites for this course (if any):ENGL2l5

5. Co-requisites for this course (if any): None

A. Course Identification

6. Mod

*The length of time that a learner takes to complete learning activities that lead to achievement of course learning
outcomes, such as study time, homework assignments, projects, preparing presentations, library times

H
. \(

\-

ofIe of Instruction (mark all that
No Mode of Instruction Contact Hours Percentage

1 Traditional classroom 25 83%
2 Blended 5 t7%
3 E-learnins
4 9_qryqqpqndence
t Other

'. Actual Lea Hours on academic semester'

No Activity Learning Hours
Contact Hours

I Lecture 25
2 _L--r-Ders!_-os/st_B4i_q 5
3 Tutorial
4 Others (specifr)

Total 30
Other Learning Hours*

I
2

-4-sriss-me-stl
3 -LiFrnry
4 ft -qie_c$Eps_q?1_9!_!$nyqflh_Cs-el
5 .9thc.reGp-egin

Total

Study



B. Course Obi ves and Learni Outcomes
1. Course Description
Language and Diplomacy introduces students to the role and functions of language in the world
of diplomacy and the various uses of English for diplomatic purposes. To this end, the course
makes use of the methods and practices of Discourse Analysis, Semantics, Stylistics and
Pragmatics to analyze the various functions, features and socio-cultural intricacies of the
language of diplomacy and diplomats. In addition, it purports to train students, via the
knowledge gained from the analysis of diplomatic language, to understand and use language
effectively for diplomatic purposes or in other relevant professional and interpersonal contexts
The topics may include: characteristics of diplomatic language/discourse, negotiation and
communication for diplomatic pu{poses, argumentation in diplomacy, Political Correctness,
Peace Linguistics, Language Rights, Inter/cross-cultural communication in the context of
diplomacy, Discourse of World Englishes and Diplomacy, etc.

Furthermore, issues such as types and functions of Ambiguity, Diplomacy and Multilingualism
may be touched on with a view to exploring much more deeper layers of the language of
diplomacy.
Both teaching and assessment strategies follow a varied and multi-sided strategy combining a
variety of dynamic ways: lecturing, group discussions and seminars, fieldwork/research
projects, corpus-based tasks, and for evaluation: test(s), quizzes, written/spoken assignments,
response papers, project work, etc.

2. Course Main Objective

By the end of the course, students are expected to:

3.

1.
)

4.
5.

6.

7.

Define basic concepts and approaches in the study of the role of languagein diplomacy.
Describe the different general features and characteristics of the lanluage of diplomacy
(particularly English).
Make use of Cross-cultural Pragmatics, Semantics and Discourse Analysis to analyze the
various intricacies and subtleties of the language of diplomacy (speech acts, discourse acts,
the unsaid, face and politeness patterns/practices, ambiguity, hedges, implicafures, framing
and reframing, logical fallacies, rhetoric and modem persuasion strategies, etc.).
Identify the common features and dynamics of negotiation in diplomatic contexts.
Analyze Euphemisms and Political Correctness strategies in diplomatic and intemational
relationships exchanges.
Recognize socio-cultural aspects of the language and discourse of diplomacy (employing
inter/cross-cultural awareness of communication).
Analyze and explain diplomatic texts and discourses as manifest in agreements, treaties,
government announcements, public speeches, etc.) employing a variety of linguistic and
discourse studies tools.

3. Course Learni Outcomrn es

CLOs Aligned
PLOs

I [s-o]y!p-4s-ei
1.1 Define basic concepts and approaches in the study of the role of language

!t, d_,p_l,g--lgepy

1.1

1.2



CLOs Aligned
PLOs

t.2 Describe the different general features and characteristics of the
language of diplomacy (particularly English)

1.3

1.3 Identify the common features and dynamics of negotiation in
diplomatic contexts.

1.2

2 Skills:
2.t Analyze Euphemisms and Political Correctness strategies in diplomatic

and international relationships exchanges and texts.
2.1

2.3

2.2 Discuss the relevance of Peace Linguistics, Linguistic Rights and World
Englishes to the study of language and diplomacy and international

-4ie!,qeqs, -

2.t
2.3

2.3 Analyze diplomatic texts and discourses (including multimodal materials) to
find out and discuss cases of:(speech acts, discourse acts, the unsaid, face
and politeness patterns/practices, ambiguity, hedges, implicatures,
framing and reframing, logical fallacies, rhetoric and modern persuasion

--sg4-qglg!-,--g-!9)-------

2.t
2.2

2.4 Develop a few research skills in the context of Language and Diplomacy
(e.g. writing a research summary/response-paper on a given topic).

2.1

3
-c-ogpe1gqq9.i--

3.1 Making use of what they have learnt from the course, students sharpen
their critical thinking via uncovering some of the various subtleties of
diplomatic language (such as discovering the functions of ambiguous
words and phrases in diplomatic language along with linguistip
_b_ql_r_?yjog1 like guphemistic expressions, hedges, etc.). I.

3.2
J.J

3.2 Gaining problem-solving skills drawn from the set of skills and

ttpW!_gdg-. pblpiqp4 tqm the gtudy of the use of language in diplomacy.
3.1

J.J Developing team work skills and spirit making use of the knowledge and
skills obtained from the course.

3.2

3.4 Gaining time management skills making use of the knowledge and skills
obtained from the course.

3.4

C. Course Content

No List of Topics Contact
Hours

1
Course Introduction
Basic concepts and ideas in diplomacy and international relationships

2

2 Linguistic characteristics and features of the language of diplomacy. 2

J
Diplomacy as a set of inter/cultural communication phenomena and
strategies.

2

4

Diplomacy seen from the perspectives of Pragmatics and Discourse
Analysis: speech acts, discourse acts, the unsaid, face and politeness
patterns/practices, ambiguity, hedges, implicatures, framing and reframing,
logical fallacies, rhetoric and modem persuasion strategies

4

5
Peace linguistics, Linguistic Rights and language and conflict and their
role in promoting peace and international understanding

6

6

English for Diplomacy, English or Peace and Wo@
contribution to understanding the relationship between language and
diplomacy.

4



7 Diplomacy and Multingual sm 4
8 Diplomacy and Multingual sm 2
9 Revisions, Midterm and finals 4
10 Total 30

D. Teaching and Assessment
1. Alignment of Course Learning Outcomes with Teaching Strategies and Assessment
Methods

Code Course Learning Outcomes Teaching Strategies Assessment Methods

1.0 Knowledge

l.l
Define basic concepts and
approaches in the study of the role

e|lq{,s}egpir,:4:ip_!oq,eqy

Lecturing & Discussion Post-class quiz and
discussion+ mid &
final exams.

t.2

Describe the different general
features and characteristics of the
language of diplomacy (particularly
English).

Mixed methods,
lecturing, class
discussion, individual
and class tasks.

Post-class quiz and
discussion* mid &
final exams.

1.3
Identify the common features and
dynamics of negotiation in
diplomatic contexts.

Mixed methods,
lecturing, class
discussion, individual
and class tasks.

Post-class quiz and
discussion+ mid &
final exams.

2.0 Skills

2.1

Analyze Euphemisms and Political
Correctness strategies in diplomatic
and international relationships
exchanges and texts.

Lecturing, Discussiy'd,
Student data projecfpr
presentation. , \\ 

o:

\

A task /quiz
involving getting
students to
write/talk about
Euphenrisms and
Polilieal
Correctness).

2.2

Discuss the relevance of Peace
Linguistics, Linguistic fughts and
World Englishes to the study of
language and diplomacy and
international dialo gue.

Mixed methods,
lecturing, class
discussion, individual
and class tasks.
(Getting them to
research and write on
background knowledge
structures, etc.)

A task involving
getting students to
research the
contribution of
Peace Linguistics,
Language Rights
and World
Englishes to
resolving conflicts
and promoting
peace)

2.3

Analyze diplomatic texts and discourses
(including multimodal materials) to find
out and discuss cases of:
(speech acts, discourse acts, the
unsaid, face and politeness
patterns/practices, ambisuitv.

Lecturing & Class
Discussion.

Response paper on
one or more of these
issues (e.g. finding
out speech acts, the
unsaid and
avoidance strategies



Code Course Learning Outcomes Teaching Strategies Assessment Methods
hedges, implicatures, framing and
reframing, logical fallacies, rhetoric
and modern persuzlsion strategies,
etc) .

or hedges in
diplomatic
discourse).

3.0 Competence

3.1

Making use of what they have learnt
from the course, students sharpen
their critical thinking via uncovering
some of the various subtleties of
diplomatic language (such as
discovering the functions of
ambiguous words and phrases in
diplomatic language along with
linguistic behaviour like
euphemistic expressions, hedges,
etc.).

Lecturing, Class
discussions &
presentations.
Relevant tasks

Response papers
and assignments +
Mid & Final exams.

3.2

Gaining problem-solving skills
drawn from the set of skills and
knowledge obtained from the study
of the use of language in diplomacy.

Mixed methods,
lecturing, class
discussion, individual
and class tasks (getting
them to draw trees on
the board.

A set ofquizzes arrd
response papers.

J.J

Developing and enhancing general
computer and internet skills in the
context oflanguage and
Diplomacy

Use social media
(WhatsApp/Twitter, etc.) to discuss
issues related Language and
Diplomacy and Diplomatic
Discourse.

Lecturing & task-based
teaching involving
internet tasks.
Demanding students
use PowerPoint in
presentations

Quizzes and
response papers +
Dada projector
presentation

2. Assessment Tasks for Students

# Assessment task* Week Due Percentage ofTotal
Asgessment ScoreI Mideterm-1

Midterm-2

_Be!s[e.t_S_er!sfit_;ff-Jdffi ppe;

gth 20
2 l3th 20
3 12-l4th 5

4
Class Participation(including foauifi;p--

-4!gs$tgr':0_
_I-e_ryBrqjqct

Over the
term

5

5 13-14th 5

6
Assignment

-f lqrl_E-r*-t*rt_e-I,
Total

Over the
term

5

6 15 weeks 40
7

100
Assessment task (i.e., wrinen test, oral test, i;i;Tfii;r6i;i;Fili; i;ilF[Gr;;t.j



E. Student Academic Coun and Su
Arrangements for availability of faculty and teaching staff for individual student
consultations and academic advice :

- 4-5 hours offrce hours per week.
- Students receive various kinds of counseling inside and outside classroom (formally

and informally).
- Particular counseling is given to help students do project work and response papers.

F. Learning Resources and Facilities
1. Learning Reso urces

Required Textbooks

. Geluykens, Ronald &Karaft, Bettina (2006) Institutibnal
Discourse in Cross-Cultural Contexts. LINCQM Publishers.

i

. Kurbalija, Jovan and Slavik, Hannah .( ). Language and
Diplomacy. Academic Training Institute.

. CNta, Caterina and Morin, Jean-Fr6d6ric (2013 ).EU Foreign
Policy Through The Lens of Discourse Analysis: Making Sense of
Diversity. The Gobalisation, Europe, Multilateralism Series.

. Friedrich,P. (2007). English for Peace: Toward a framework of
peace sociolinguistics. World Englishe s, 26(l), 7 2-83 . G

. Johnstone, Barbara. (2018). Discourse Analysis(3rd edition).
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell

. Paltridge, Brian. (2012). Discourse Analysis (2nd edition). London:
Bloomsbury.

. Widdowson, H.G. (2004). Discourse Analysis. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

. Kecskes, Istvan. (2017). Current Issues in Intercultural
Pragmatics. John Benjamins r"w

Essential References
Materials

D'Acquisto, Germana. (2017). A Linguistic
Diplomatic Discourse: IJN Resolutions on the
Palestine. London: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.'

Fairclough, Norman. (201112013). Language and Power (2nd
edition). London: Routledge
Gee, James Paul. (2014). An Introduction to Discourse Analysis:
Theory and Method (4th edition). London: Routledge.
Friedrich, P.( 2018) Cultural Differences in Conflict
Resolution, The TESOL Encyclopedia of English Language
Teaching, ( l -6),.Wiley Online Library
Friedrich, P.(2012). Teaching Language for Peace, The
Encyclopedia of Applied Linguistics.Wiley Online Library.
Friedrich, P. (2007). English for Peace: Toward a Framework of
Peace Sociolinguistics. World Englishes, 26(l), 7 2-83. G.
Karol, Janicki, (2015). Linguistics for Peace Education, Language
and Confl ict, I 0. 1 00 7 197 8-I -137 -381 4l -5 _9, ( 1 78- I 98).



. Palmer, F.R. (1990). Semantics(2nd edition). Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Electronic Materials
o

o

www.sparknotes.com
www.endnotes.com

Other Learning
Materials

a Any web-based material on Language and Diplomacy, Discourse
Analysis, Semantics and Cross-cultural Pragmatics.
Analysis/Critical Discourse Analysis/Discourse Studies.a

2. Facilities uired

Item Resources

Accommodation
(Classrooms, laboratories, demonstration

rooms/labs, etc.)

o Larger and more convenient classrooms.
o Better equipped language labs.

Technology Resources
(AV, data show, Smart Board, software, etc.)

o Laptop computer-projector system.
Data show to facilitate going over students'papers in
class

Other Resources
(Speciff, e.g. if specific laboratory

equipment is required, list requirements or
attach a list)

G. Course uali Evaluation

o Exchanged instructor (peer) visits
encouraged by the department.

o Department seminars held fortnightly
to discuss various teaching and
linguistics issues arranged by the
academic board of the department.

o An end-of-the-term course report
required by the department Quality
Unit.

Wiiiiil iffi Gffi;t". ;cii'iti.*ilaend ;;
frequently interrogated about the
effectiveness ofteachers and the courses
they teach by the Chairman of the
Department and the English Language

- Instructors
- Students
- peerexchanges,

Students, Faculty,
Program Leaders, Peer
Reviewer

-cesr-{setglEvaluation areas (e.g., Effectiveness of teaching and ililil;i; iilG;i;T.;iiilffiil 
"f 
;;il;

outcomes,Quality oflearning resources, etc.)
Evaluators (Students,Faculty, Program Leaders,Peer Reviewer, Others (specifr)
Assessment Methods(Direct, Indirect)

Evaluation
Areasflssues

- Exams
- Assignments
- Presentations

learning
z<\

Council / Committee I Department Council.
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